


Study Charts Explained in Steps:*

1. Look at the chart. The text of the passage being studied is written in the text box
and divided into paragraphs showing the exact content of the segment as it ap-
pears in the NIV. Words may be omitted in this re-creation of the text (...), but
none added; some words are capitalized for effect.

2. In the upper right corner of each paragraph is a small box with a one or two word
paragraph title or name taken from the text which identifies the paragraph at a
glance.

3. Now note in one of the paragraphs, a highlighted, underlined key center, com-
prised of a key phrase or sentence chosen as the basis for the main topical study
of the whole segment.

4. Follow the two arrows to the tope of chart to find the master title of the topical
study chosen, a short phrase in one’s own words of the key center of the text
phrase below, Step 3.

5. On the left side of the chart are smaller boxes, one for each paragraph, containing
the paragraph points which tie together the topical study derived from the master
title and key phrase/sentence being studied. These are usually connected by lines
or arrows to show the unity of the topical study based on the Scriptural segment.

6. In the margins are other studies recorded: observations that emphasize, compare
or list items of interest found in the text. These are called supplementary studies
which can add interest to this inductive approach to Bible study. Below the main
chart box are more observations & implications numbered in a sizable text box
which conclude the study.

*This method of Bible study using analytical charts is based on Irvin L Jensen’s book,
Acts: An Inductive Study, pages 59-64.

Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they re-
ceived the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to
see if what Paul said was true.

Acts 17:11
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TITLES FOR 28 STUDY CHARTS IN ROMANS

Key verse: “l am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation
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of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” Rom. 1:16
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#1
Rom. 1:1-17

The Epistle of Paul to the Romans

After completing an inductive study of the Acts of the Apostles, | now offer a another
study by using the vertical chart method applied to Paul's letter to the Romans.

One reason for choosing Romans is that years ago | prepared a total of 28 chart stud-
ies in Portuguese that covered all 16 chapters of this marvelous book! These former
chart studies will now serve as a basis for an updated approach in English. | trust you
will find these studies interesting and helpful in your life and ministry.

Another motive for choosing Romans is the doctrinal and practical importance of this
great book. | believe the key verse is Romans 1:17 -- "For in the gospel a righteous-
ness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is
written: "The righteous will live by faith." " (NIV)

For this reason, each chart study is connected to the theme of the Gospel. This is to
emphasize how Paul developed this divine provision for all humanity, and how it relat-
ed to his own life and ministry.

Please see the attached study chart to discover the Promise & Person of the Gospel,

the Preaching & Spread of the Gospel, & the Power & Righteousness of the Gospel.

That's the basic outline for Romans 1:1-17. There are more studies presented with the
chart, as you can see.

Grateful for the Gospel,
Charles Stoner



Rom. 1:1-17
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(1) The central Person of our life and ministry must always be the Lord Jesus Christ. (2) God’s servant must

recognize that he’s been called and separated exclusively to the Gospel. (3) Paul prayed for people he did
not know personally, desiring to visit them to impart some spiritual gift, and to have a spiritual harvest
among them. (4) In what way was Paul obligated to people of other cultures and social standing? (5) There’s
a sequence of personal responsibility in the Gospel ministry: to recognize my obligation to everyone; be
eager to meet this obligation by sharing the Gospel; affirm the power of the Gospel for the salvation of all
who believe. (6) The Gospel is of great value because it’s the greatest evidence of the resurrection power of
God; at the same time, the Gospel reveals the righteousness of God, a theme Paul will develop
subsequently in Romans. (7) How is your ministry of encouragement and sharing Christ going today? Who
might be awaiting your interest, love, and spiritual care?




#2
Rom. 1:18-32

Unbelief---Wickedness---Total Depravity

"God's invisible qualities, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen,
being understood from what has been made, so that people are without ex-
cuse." (Rom. 1:19-20)

"For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to
him, but their thinking because futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although
they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal
God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and
reptiles." (1:21-23)

The whole passage of Rom. 1:18-32 clearly shows the extent of the unbelief, rebel-
lion, and depravity of mankind. As noted in the attached chart study, the result of this
is God's wrath revealed, applied, and deserved.

Is there any hope for man? Yes, but only by accepting the transforming power of God
in the gospel as Paul explained in the previous verses, Rom. 1:16-17. For a person to
know God's salvation, he or she must first be lost! And Rom. 1:18-32 leaves no doubt
that apart from receiving Jesus Christ as Savior, all mankind is spiritually lost and with-
out hope.

Certainly, man’s only hope is the gospel, because it is the power of God for the
salvation of everyone who believes. (Rom. 1:16). Praise God for the hope and
power of the gospell!

In His grace,
Charles Stoner
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Rom. 1:18-32

(1) Mankind has no excuse for not believing in the true God because His eternal power and divine nature are clearly
revealed by His marvelous creation. (2) Those who reject God are in danger of three evidences of God’s judgment, as
stated in 1:24, 26 & 28 — “God gave them over...” (3) The practice of homosexuality is a strong evidence of the moral
perversion and total depravity of man. (4) These verses show the sin of man in three dimensions: sin against God
(suppression of revealed truth), 1:18-23; the sin of man against himself with other perverted humans (shameful
immorality), 1:24-27; and sin against others (relational wickedness), 1:28-32. (5) The human heart, will, mind & body are
all involved & thorougly darkened by sin. (6) The righteousness of God obtained by faith in Rom. 1:17 is not readily
received by man because of his blantant rejection of God, his rampant unbelief, and his obvious state of depravity.
(7) Instead of agreeing to become righteous before God by faith, man prefers to practice every type of rebellion and
unrighteousness. (8) This passage clearly proves that man on his own is hopelessly condemned before Holy God
because of his unbelief and state of total depravity. (9) Certainly man’s only hope is the gospel, because it is the power
of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. (Rom. 1:16). Praise God for the hope and power of the gospel!




#3
Rom. 2:1-16

Judging Others

After observing the list of sins and proof of man's total depravity in Romans 1, good
folks may tend to say to themselves: What a sad, condemned lot of people. Thank
God, I'm not guilty of their gross sins!!

But according to Romans 2:1-16, the good citizen who judges and condemns others,
many times is guilty of the same sinful attitude and behavior, either openly or in se-
cret! For this reason, such a person is subject to God's severe judgment just like any-
one else. He too is without excuse and in great need of the liberating gospel of
Christ.

In these 16 verses, Paul clearly shows how the gospel will judge: It's a truth-

based judgment (v. 1-4), an impartial judgment (5-11), and a thorough judgment (12
-16). Paul strongly declares that all need the gospel of Jesus Christ because all are
guilty, and God's law and human conscience affirm the fact. All deserve God's judg-
ment and wrath.

Look at the attached chart and discover more observations related to the subject of
God's righteous judgment. Summarizing: According to Rom. 1:20, the wicked and un-
godly are clearly without excuse. Here in 2:1-16 we see that those who hypocritically
judge others are also without excuse before God!

Pensively,
Charles Stoner
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(1) Eternal life, the good,
glory, honor, peace,
immortality.

(2) Evil, wrath, anger,
self-seeking, rejection,
trouble, distress.

(1) It's always easier to find faults in others than to admit our own sins, v. 1. (2) What are the ‘same things’
practiced by the Romans? Could they not be all the sins listed in chapter one? (3) Divine judgment will be based on
a person’s deeds, meaning that the behavior which characterizes a life is evidence of the relationship that a person
has or does not have with God. (4) However, as other Scriptures like Eph. 2:8-10 indicate, one’s deeds are not the
basis for receiving eternal life or divine wrath; human behavior merely indicates if one is, or isn’t, a true child of
God. (5) The law clearly reveals God’s absolute, holy standard for man. (6) Rom. 2:1-16 readily refutes the error of
anyone thinking that they are better off than others and think that they really don’t need the gospel as much as
gross sinners do. (7) In God’s view and plan, it'’s a different conclusion: whoever judges others is equally guilty
and in need of salvation in Christ available only through the gospel. (8) According to Rom. 1:20, pagans are without
excuse; according to Rom. 2:1-16, those who would hypocritically judge pagans are also without excuse! (See
Paul’s conclusion in Rom. 3:23.)




#4
Rom. 2:17-29

Hypocrites!
"The church is full of hypocrites!" Ever heard this statement?

A hypocrite is "one who feigns to be other and better than he is; a false pretender to
virtue or piety."

In this study (Romans 2:17-29, see attached chart), Paul shows how the typical Jew
of his day would teach others, but not himself! This person preached against stealing,
but he himself would steal! This type of Jew was a hypocrite.

Such a Jew needed to become a Jew inwardly transformed (have a circumcised
heart!) by accepting the gospel of Jesus Christ. He could never attain this spiritual re-
ality by human effort, obedience to the Law, or by inherited privileges. Salvation is re-
ceived only by God's grace through faith in Christ!

The lesson for us is to discontinue our 'evangelical hypocrisy,' that is, the practice of
piously talking about God, even quoting, and teaching the Bible, while living like pa-
gans in a hedonistic, materialistic society! Only the saving grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ through the gospel and the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit can make this
happen!

Your fellow-pilgrim,
Charles Stoner
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(1) In these verses, God and the Spirit are named, but not Jesus Christ, perhaps because Paul’s target audience is
the Jews. (2) Spiritual advantages of the Jews are various: The Law (mentioned twelve times!), great knowledge of
God, and the covenant sign of circumcision. (3) The unbelieving Jew described here demonstrates a proud attitude,
a sense of superiority, and is boastful and disobedient to God. (4) Paul used various contrasts to teach the Romans
that the interior, spiritual attitude of man is what matters to God, not one’s special nationality or inherited privileges.
(5) Paul clearly explained to the Romans that a true Jew is the person who has had his/her heart transformed
(spiritually circumcised) by the Holy Spirit, apart from the Law or any human effort or merit, by believing the gospel.
(6) Law here: rely on the Law; instructed by the Law; in the Law is knowledge & truth; boast in the |aw; breaking the
LLaw; observe the Law; break the Law; requirements of the Law; obeys the Law; the written code (law); a
lawbreaker; not by the written code. (7) Paul used five rhetorical questions in Rom. 2:21-23 to make his point!
(8) There’s a danger among evangelicals to be guilty of the same hypocritical attitudes and practices as unbelieving
Jews concerning the things of God; one must only substitute evangelical for Jew, and Bible for Law in this passage
to observe this danger.




#5
Rom. 3:1-18

Why Jesus, why a Savior?

When we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the question arises, why was Jesus
born? An angel gave the answer to Joseph, explaining the meaning of His name: "you
are to give him the name of Jesus, because he will save his people from their

sins." (Mt 1:21)

God did not primarily send us a politician, engineer, psychologist, teacher, physi-
cian, or economist. No! He sent us Jesus, the Savior, because salvation from sin is
our greatest need of all!

However, some might think: A savior for me? | don't think so! I'm not lost, so | don't
need a savior! Who believes this is ignorant of the fact taught in Romans 3:1-18 ---
The Gospel Finds All Under Sin!

In these verses the truth is very clear: All men and women are miserably lost and with-
out hope because they practice sin, have a sin nature, and live in a sinful condition.

Our only hope is the eternal salvation provided in Jesus Christ, the SAVIOR, through
His death and glorious resurrection! Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! (2
Cor 9:15) Happy reflection on your Savior!

In the Savior’s care,
Charles Stoner
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Rom 3:1-18
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More Observations:

(1) God’s special révelation, in the form of the Old Testament Scriptures, came to humanity through the Jewish
people. (2) However, a national, spiritual legacy of privileges and advantages does not guarantee divine favor or
salvation. (3) Néte important contrasts here: the unfaithfulness of man vs. the faithfulness of God; the lies of men
vs. the truthfulness of God; the unrighteousness of man vs. the righteousness of God; the sin of man vs. the glory
of God. (4) True, the unrighteousness and unfaithfulness of the Jews brought the abundant saving grace of God
through Chnst to all, but this by no means exempts unbelievers from divine judgment. (5) The Scripture references
from the-Old Testament in Rom 3:10-18 are: In 3:10-12> Ps 14:1-3; 53:1-3; Eccles. 7:20. In 3:13-14> Ps 5:9; 140:3;
10:7. In3.15-17> Is 59:7,8. In 3.18> Ps 36:1. (6) The brash conclusion, let us do evil that good may result is roundly
condemned by Paul. (7) The conclusion of the matter is clear: men and women are miserable sinners without hope,
unable to stop sinning and are under the power of inherited sin. (8) According to Paul, human beings are sinners
for three theological reasons: >for having depraved sinful natures; >for finding themselves in a state of sin; >and
for constantly practicing sin. (9) The problem today is that most do not believe they are lost, hopeless sinners,
needing the Savior! (10) Only the Holy Spirit can convince them of their need. Actually, this is the Spirit’s work in
the world (see John 16:8-11), so let’s pray that the Spirit will continue His work!




#6
Rom. 3:19-31

What about Justification?

How can sinful mankind be justified, that is, declared righteous before a Holy God,
the Creator and Sovereign Lord of the universe? For the Jewish people, circumcision
and keeping the Law of Moses was the answer. They were convinced that faithfully
obeying the Law was their best chance to be forgiven and accepted by God.

In Romans 3:19-31, the Apostle Paul strongly refuted this prevalent belief! He stated
that everyone has sinned and fallen short of God's glory (v. 23). All mankind is con-
demned and hopeless. The Law cannot save anyone! It can only expose man's guilt
before God, confirming our miserable spiritual condition.

However, there is eternal hope in Jesus Christ! Redemption and justification for man-
kind were provided by the shed blood of Jesus Christ (v. 25). Men and women, young
and old, Jews & Gentiles---all can now be saved and declared righteous by grace
through faith in the Person and Work of Christ! It is impossible for anyone to

be justified by human effort, but it is totally possible by divine grace!

Look at the vertical study chart with the verses outlined: (1) Righteousness
(Justification) needed, 3:19-20; (2) Righteousness demonstrated, 21-26;

(3) Righteousness experienced, 27-31. These great spiritual truths were all part of the
gospel that Paul preached and taught. To God be the glory for our justification! Let's
live and share this glorious message!

Charles Stoner
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Righteousness = |LAW. 290R is GOD the GOD of JEWS onfy? Is HE not| £ >Justification
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| = |TOO, ¥since there is ONLY one GOD, who will JUSTIFY 5 >Christology
:| & |the CIRCUMCISED by FAITH and the UNCIRCUMCISED = >Redemption
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(1) The Law makes us conscious Qf-fhe reality of sin.._(Z) AII are under the judgment of God, subject to

eternal condemnation because of sin. (3) The good péws is that God provided a righteousness that does
not come by the Law, but by falth in Christ Jesus’ through the redemption that He provided. (4) No one
can ever conclude that they. -are justifiied by their own efforts because only God justifies those who
believe in Christ. (5) This.-few manlfestatlon of divine justice is not only for the Jews; it is also for
Gentiles who believe in. Christ! (6) Sin-in this passage: the consciousness of sin, the guilt of sin, the
impunity of sin. (7) Faith in passade: faith in Christ; atonement by faith; faith in Jesus; the Law of
faith; justified by faith; will justify by same faith; this faith. (8) The manifestation of the righteousness of
God through faith in Christ—this is the essence of the gospel, the good news. (9) Thanks be to God that
justification is not attainable by works or by keeping the Law; it is only granted by divine grace through
personal faith in the Person & work of Jesus Christ! To Him be all glory!




#7
Rom. 4:1-25

Wages or a Gift?

During my first year in seminary, | worked as a part-time bellhop at a hotel in Dallas.
One day a businessman checked in. As he hurried from the lobby to attend a meeting,
he handed me a nice tip and asked me to take his bags to his room. | gladly did so
and thought to myself: "This man's generosity sure made my day! Usually, | work hop-
ing for a good tip. This time I'm doing my job because | already got a great tip! Won-
der what else | can do to make this man’s stay comfortable?"

Romans 4:1-25 is the text for this chart study. Common thought was (and is) that to
gain God's favor, one must work hard and hope for the best. Paul skillfully used Abra-
ham's experience in the OT to show that this isn’t the case. Rather than depending on
works, or circumcision that came later, Abraham was saved, or declared righteous, by
faith alone in the promise of God. He looked forward to God's full provision, believed
God, and learned to walk with his Lord by faith.

Today we look back and exercise saving faith in the resurrected Christ for our justifica-
tion. From that point forward, we serve God out of gratitude for the amazing gift of sal-
vation already received! We are not saved by good works, but unto good works!
(Eph. 2:8-10) Our salvation is not earned. It's a gift by grace through faith!

Let's praise the Lord for justification by faith, not only in Abraham's day, but al-
so today! And let's share this amazing message far and near!

Charles Stoner
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of Justification
by Faith

The Timing
of Justification
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The Experience
of Justification
by Faith

The Gospel Rom. 4:1-25

DEATH for our SINS and was RAISED to LIFE for our JUSTIFICATION. 25 | |=--=-==-===c===

Persons here:
Abraham, God, those,
the ungodly, David,

the Lord, circumcised,

the uncircumcised,
heirs, father, many
nations, Sarah,
welus, the dead,
Jesus our Lord.

God’s grace we are also delcared righteous in Christ. (7) Our justification by grace through faith should evoke constant gratitude and
thanksgiving to God! (8) God, the Father planned this so-great salvation; God the Son, provided it by His death on the cross; and
God, the Holy Spirit bestows eternal salvation freely to all who believe in Christ! Praise be to the Triune God!

(1) In Rom. 3:28 Paul declared that justification is independent of works and obedience to the Law; in chapter 4
he illustrated this truth with the example of David and especially Abraham, the father of the Jews. (2) Paul
affirmed that the gospel is for all people and nations because Abraham was declared the father of many
nations. (3) Now all who believe in Christ, the one who died “for our sins and was raised to life for our
justification,” are declared righteous in Him! (4) Abraham was in an impossible situation: it was necessary to
have a son with Sarah so God’s promise to him could be fulfilled, but because of her age, Sarah could not have
children, neither he. (5) At this point, Abraham resolved to believe God’s promise in spite of impossibilities,
and for this act of faith, God imputed to him His righteousness by grace, and soon afterwards Isaac, the son of
the promise, was born! (6) In like manner, it is impossible for us, while dead in our sins, to be justified by our
own efforts. However, by believing fully in the Lord Jesus Christ who died and rose again from the dead, by
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#8
Rom. 5:1-11

Gospel Blessings!

On March 1, 1955, | received Jesus Christ as my Savior. This occurred in a small
country church in South Alabama after I'd heard a clear presentation of the gospel.
| was only eleven years old but felt a strong desire to surrender my life to Christ that
evening. The Lord saved me, filling my young heart with joy and peace!

Our study passage at hand is Romans 5:1-11 where Paul presented various spiritual
blessings and realities that one receives at conversion: justification, peace, access to
grace, standing in grace, the hope of glory, divine love, the presence of the Holy Spir-
it, salvation from divine wrath, sanctification by His life, forgiveness, and reconcilia-
tion!

See the study chart and discover these and more benefits that the gospel brings to
the sinner who believes in Christ. For example, before meeting Christ, we

were powerless, ungodly, sinners, and enemies of God. But now, by His saving
grace, we can affirm that in Him we are strong, godly, holy, and friends of God! What
a wonderful transformation!

Thanks be to God for the glorious, powerful gospel of Jesus Christ! Let's enjoy and
share this wonderful message!

Charles Stoner
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e Observations & Lessons: \

While we (1) Here Paul presented the great blessings of salvation that the gospel brings to the sinner
ore. who believes. (2) He used first person plural (we) to include his readers in his strong affirmation
>Powerless | of the grace of God operating in the life of all true believers. (3) The salvation, justification, and
>Ungodly | reconciliation of man are all accomplished by the Trinity—God the Father, God the Son & God
>3"""e"3 the Spirit—clearly showing the amazing grace & love of God extended to us! (4) Man’s
>Enemies | deplorable, hopeless situation is clearly presented in these verses: when we were still

powerless, ungodly, sinners & enemies, that's when we were rescued by faith in the death of Jesus Christ!
(5) The believer’s wonderful position includes salvation from future divine judgment (wrath), and the present
experience of God’s progressive sanctification—we shall be saved through his life, verse 10b. (6) The
process of our sanctification includes suffering that produces perseverance, approved character, and hope
of the glory of God. (7) Divine blessings of the Gospel: justification, peace, access to grace, standing in
grace, hope of the glory of God, God’s love, the presence of the Holy Spirit, salvation from wrath,
reconciliation, and sanctification through the life of Christ.




#9
Rom. 5:12-21

The Best Gift!

Many families participate in a gift exchange at Christmas. The best gift of all is the Gift
of Eternal Life that came through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ! The Gospel
Brought the Gift of Eternal Life is the title of the attached chart study on Rom. 5:12-21.
In verses 15 to 17, 'Gift' appears five times...

Thanks be to God, that despite Adam's sinful act and all our sins too, the gospel
of Jesus Christ brought forgiveness and the Gift of Eternal Life for all who be-
lieve in Him!

The issue of man's sinfulness was resolved by the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ---the Doctrine of Justification. In Romans 6, 7 & 8, Paul presents the Doctrine
of Sanctification where he shows how a justified believer may now live to please the
Lord through dependence on the Holy Spirit, even while the sin nature still exists.

Further Study:

In Rom. 5:12-21, Paul presented two contrasting kingdoms or reigns:
the Reign of Adam (Death), and the Reign of Jesus Christ (Life):

Adam: Jesus Christ:

The First Adam (One Man) .............. The Last Adam (One Man)
Brought sin.......cccccceeiiiirieccciicneeee, Brought life

£ 1 T Gift

Death came to All.........ccovvevvmiienirnnnes Life offered to All

One TresSpPassS.......ccccemrciirrrnranssssnenes Act of Righteousness
Condemnation......cccccoverenireirenrennenns Justification

I 1 Grace
Disobedience......cccccveivmiirirereirnnes Obedience
Sinners.......covccceiiiree s Righteous in Christ

5] 1 o Grace

Death to All........coveirmieirire e Eternal Life for Believers

Appreciate & share your Gift of Eternal Life!

Charles Stoner
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(1) In this passage, Paul connects the gospel of Christ and its implications to the historical person of
Adam, as he did in Rom. 4 with Abraham and David. (2) Paul clearly shows how Adam and Christ are
similar as representatives of the human race and then presents great contrasts between these two as to
the cternal results of their acts in time. (3) Paul affirmed that all men participated in the sin of Adam, ver.
12, and thus all are subject to sin’s penalty which is spiritual, physical and eternal death. (4) The trespass
of Adam condemned all to death, whereas the gift of the grace of God through the obedience of Christ even
to death, provided cternal life for all who believe. (5) Due to the importance of the Law to the Jews in their
relationship to God, it was necessary for Paul to show here the futility of the Law for salvation. (6) The Law
serves well to point out the guilt of sin, but only the grace of God can grant cternal life through Christ
Jesus! (7) As noted on the study chart, death for mankind is a present reality and a reign of despair, but
everything changed through the vicarious death of Jesus Christ. (8) For those in Christ, the condemnation
of spiritual and eternal death was removed, and in the future, physical death will also release its grip!
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Rom. 6:1-14

Sin, Grace & New Life

If sin brings grace, shouldn't we sin more so we can experience more grace? —
In Rom. 6:2, Paul says, no way! By believing in Christ, we have died to sin, so how
can we possibly live in sin any longer?

See Rom. 6:1-14 and discover how new life in Christ enables a believer to consider
himself or herself to be dead to sin but alive unto God!

New Life! Wow! Paul gives the Basis, Certainty, Power & the Practice of the New
Life in Christ in these fourteen verses.

A question as | move through my days: Does my Christian life consistently show
that | have indeed died to sin and am now experiencing New Life by God’s sustain-
ing grace?

Charles Stoner
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Rom. 6:1-14

NEW LIFE THROUGH THE GOSPEL
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6:1- WHAT shall we SAY then? Shall Wwe GO on | New Life

SINNING.so_ tha,t GRACE may INCREASE? '?-By NO MEANS' We

-

BAPTIZEB |nto CHRIST JESUS were BAPTIZED ~jnto his
DEATH‘? 4 We were therefore BURIED with him through BAPTISM
mto.BEATH in order that, JUST as CHRIST was RAISED from the
DEAD through the GLORY of the FATHER, we TOO may LIVE a
NEW LIFE.

NIS jo wi[qoid 3y]

# .

Death/Die:

ISUYD yim pajun

5- For if we have been UNITED with him in a DEATH |Cruciﬁed
like HIS, we WILL certainly ALSO be UNITED with HIM in a
RESURRECTION like HIS. ¢ For we KNOW that our OLD
SELF was CRUCIFIED with HIM so that the BODY. RULED by
SIN_might be DONE AWAY with, that WE should NO Ion“get be
SLAVES 1o SIN— 7because anyone who has DIED has been SET
FREE from SIN.

NIS Jo Apog ay|

8- Now if we DIED with CHRIST, we BELIEVE that we will |Lives

also LIVE with HIM. °For we KNOW that since CHRIST was
RAISED from the DEAD, he CANNOT die AGAIN

DEATH nal

NIS 03 yieaq

po5) 0} SaA[asINOA Jayo Jayiey | WiH Yum aAl (M

11-In the SAME way, COUNT yourselves DEAD to SIN |Offer
but ALIVE to GOD in CHRIST JESUS. 2 Thereforz do NOT let SIN
REIGN in your MORTAL BODY so that you OBEY its EVIL
DESIRES. *Do NOT OFFER any PART of YOURSELF to SIN as
an INSTRUMENT of WICKEDNESS, but rather OFFER)
YOURSELVES to GOD as THOSE who have been BROUGHT
from DEATH to LIFE; and OFFER every PART of YOURSELF to
HIM as an INSTRUMENT of RIGHTEOUSNESS. *4For SIN shall
NO longer be your MASTER, because you are NOT under the

~

NIS jo Asvjsep ay)

LAW, but under GRACE. 14

>we died.
>baptized into
His death.
> buried witjh Him
in His death.
>raised from

the dead.

>united with Him in
a death like His .
>who has died,
set free from sin.
>if we died
with Christ.
>Christ was raised
from the dead.
>cannot die again.
>death no longer
has mastery.
>the death
has died.
>he died to sin
once for all.
>count yourselves
dead to sin.
>brought from
death to life.

1

(1) The physical body of the believer is capable of serving the old self (the sinful nature), or it can be offered to God as an
instrument of justice, which is infinitely better. (2) Expressions here about the human body: body ruled by sin, v. 6, &
mortal body, v. 12. (3) The believer is not only freed from the penality of sin by the gospel, but through union with Christ
he also died to the power of sin, now freed to live in victory over sin in newness of life! (4) In a way, sin highlights the
need for, and the glory of grace, but a true believer will no longer: desire to live dominated by sin so as to increase grace.
(5) Rather, he now wants only to display grace by taking advartage of this divine resource by living a new life by the
power of the resurrected Christ! (6) A believer should consider himself dead to sin, and alive to God, not allowing himself
to be dominated by sin, not obeying the desires of his old self, and not offering his members as instruments of
wickedness, rather offer them to God as instruments of righteousness. (7) Man’s fallen, sinful state, along with his acts of
disobedience result in spiritual, physical and eternal death. (8) But the death of Christ and His resurrection from the dead
always bring new & eternal life to all who believe in Him. (9) Does my Christian life consistently demonstrate that | have
already died to sin, and that | am now living unto God by His sustaining grace?
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Rom. 6:15-23

Sin-Slaves Set Free by the Gospel

The Bible study chart under consideration is Romans 6:15-23. Note the follow-
ing and see the chart for more observations:

A believer living under grace does not have license to live in sin, v. 15.

2. Through Christ, he has been redeemed and freed from sin to become a slave of
righteousness, v. 18.

3. He is no longer a slave to impurity and wickedness as before his spiritual transfor-
mation in Christ, v. 19.

4. He can now offer the members of his body (himself) to God to practice righteous-
ness, v. 19.

5. The two choices have consequences: the fruit or result of living in wickedness is
death; the fruit or end of practicing righteousness is holiness and eternal life, v. 22.

What a privilege to be freed from sin by the Gospel so we can now live as bond
servants of Jesus Christ while already enjoying the gift of eternal life in Him, v. 23!

Dear Heavenly Father,

Help me to live today and always in holiness and righteousness by Your power,
offering you my body, will, mind, soul, and spirit---everything that | am and have---for
the praise of Your glory forever!

In the name of Jesus, my Savior, | ask these blessings, Amen.

Charles Stoner



Rom. 6:15-23

\ __———1SIN-SLAVES SET FREE BY THE GOSPEL!
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(1) Here Paul presented obvious contrasts between the slavery of sin and the slavery of righteousness:
>offering ourselves as obedient slaves to sin/impurity/wickedness, leads to death; offering ourselves as
slaves to righteousness/God and his teaching, leads to HOLINESS & ETERNAL LIFE. (2) Certainly every
true believer desires to avoid sin and enjoy a life style of allegiance to righteousness that leads to holiness
and cternal life, a life transformed by the gospel. (3) How is it possible to enjoy this new life, a Christian
experience characterized by holiness and cternal life, no longer following a sinful life style? Romans
chapter 8 is where Paul will explain how a victorious spiritual life is only possible by the indwelling power
of the Holy Spirit and is never attained by human effort. (4) Rom. 6:15-23 serves well to contrast the past &
present, the ‘then & now’ experience of believers transformed by the gospel of Christ, who now desire to
grow in holiness and enjoy victory over the world, the flesh and the devil (every believer’s three enemies).
(5) Contrasts in 6:23> The wages of sin vs. the gift of God, & Death vs. cternal life! (6) No longer under the
Law, believers can now obey the higher law of obedience to righteousness in Christ!
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Rom. 7:1-11

Freed from the Law

In Romans 7, Paul declared that for believers in Jesus Christ, the Mosaic Law
no longer has authority. In fact, we have died to the law through the body of Christ,
that we might belong to another...to Christ who arose from the dead! For this reason,
we no longer have to serve the sinful passions of our flesh that are "aroused by the
law." (7:5)

The Law of Moses shows us what sin is, and it is not sinful in itself (7:7). But by
itself the law is incapable of helping us overcome the sin it reveals, or at times pro-
vokes in us. By belonging to Christ, we are indwelt by Him and by the Holy Spirit, and
through divine power we are now able to avoid the practice of sin. We are even em-
powered to bear spiritual fruit for God!

For this reason, the law has clear instructional value, pointing out the need be-
lievers have to live in total dependence upon the Holy Spirit so they can serve God
and bear spiritual fruit for His glory!

In the following section of Rom. 7, Paul explained how the law is holy (12), spir-
itual (14), and good (16). Consequently, the problem for Paul was not the law, but the
sin within him that the law brought to light. In the rest of Rom. 7, Paul described his
own experience of the battle going on within him between the law of the Spirit and the
law of sin. (a future study!)

May you and | learn to depend upon the liberating, sustaining power of the
Holy Spirit as we meet the challenges of a world gone mad! God has not given
us the spirit of fear but of power, of love, and of self-discipline!
See the chart based on Rom. 7:1-11 for more study observations.

Charles Stoner



FREED FROM THE LAW BY THE GOSPEL

Rom. 7:1-11
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(1) True believers in Jesus Christ have been freed from sin according to Romanos 6, and according to this passage,
the believer is also released from the Law. (2) Freedom from the Law enables a believer to serve God in the power of
the Holy Spirit, which is the teaching of Romans 8. (3) The guarantee of our freedom from sin and from the Law is
our identification with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. (4) Actually, sin did not die, but the believer died
to sin, and also died to the Law that arouses sin in him. (5) In 7:4-6 the Trinity is represented: the body of Christ,
fruit for God & the way of the Spirit. (6) Notice the logical sequence here: dead to sin> dead to the Law> belonging
to Christ> serving & bearing fruit for God. (7) Instead of helping man to avoid sin, the Law actually arouses in man
the desire to sin—therefore, we must consider ourselves dead, not only to sin, but also dead to the Law!
(8) However, we must remember that although we’ve been freed from the Law of Moses, we are now under the Law
of Christ! Galations 6:2 says: “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (9) Nine
of the Ten Commandments of Moses are repeated in the epistles of the NT, having been incorporated into the Law
of Christ, the law of love. (10) Obedience to this freeing Law is only possible by constant yieldedness to the Holy
Spirit who dwells within us! See James 1:25 - “the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom.”
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Rom. 7:12-25

Sin Living in Me?

Years ago, | was chatting with a new believer in Christ. | noticed that he seemed
preoccupied and sad. Before long he told me what was bothering him. A couple of
days earlier, he had yielded to temptation. After that, his sin weighed heavily on his
conscience, causing my friend to lose the joy of his salvation.

Sin is the subject of Romans 7:12-25 where Paul writes of his personal experi-
ence as a Christian. He wanted to do what was right but ended up not doing it: "For |
do not do the good | want to do, but the evil | do not want to do---this | keep on do-
ing...what a wretched man | am!" (7:19, 24) Paul concluded that the cause of his sin
was his sinful nature, the sin living in him, controlling him on those occasions (7:17,
20).

What to do? For my friend it was his sincere confession to God that restored
him to fellowship with Christ. (I John 1:9) And 'wretched' Paul had to do the same,
confessing his sin to God. He wrote that deliverance is possible only "through Jesus
Christ our Lord!" (v. 25) In Romans 8 Paul will show how the indwelling Holy Spirit
gives victory over sin when we depend upon Him.

So, during these days of general uncertainty and spiritual confusion, take a look
at the attached study chart and be encouraged in your battle against sin. Divine re-
sources are always available, offering you and me forgiveness and victory over sin in
our faith-journey.

Charles Stoner



Rom 7:12-25
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(1) This passage seems to dipict Paul’s situation after his conversion and not before, highlighting his
struggle in the process of sanctification. (2) He clearly shows that a believer’s problem is not a lack
of knowledge of what is right, but his inability to do what is right. (3) The first step in having victory
over sin is to recognize that a problem exists, and that human effort cannot solve this problem.
(4) Does Paul blame his sinful nature (the sin living in me) for his sin and failure, and not himself?
(5) No! It seems he felt responsible, but was incapable in himself to have victory in the battle
occurring in his inner person between God’s law and the law of sin. (6) In Romans 8, Paul will show
that the gospel solution for victory over sin is in the Person of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter/
Counselor sent by Jesus Christ to indwell and empower every true Christian believer. (7) Thank you,
Father, for showing me my weakness and sin, and for providing deliverance through Jesus Christ
and Your indwelling Holy Spirit.
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Rom. 8:1-17

There is Now no Condemnation!

The glorious gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news, is the only answer for the spiritual
need of mankind! Paul declared that those in Christ are no longer condemned. In fact,
the believer's standing before God is already complete and secure because of the
presence and power of the Holy Spirit living within.

Romans 8:1-17 (see study chart) presents amazing benefits of this new reality in
Christ provided by the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit: Freedom from the law of
sin. A life of peace. Victory over sinful practices. Divine guidance. Now children of
God, no longer slaves to sin. Made heirs of God, even co-heirs with Christ---all this
provided by the indwelling presence of the Spirit!

Despite the ongoing health and economic uncertainties caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, let's thank God today for the Person and powerful ministry of the Holy Spirit
on our behalfl And let's dedicate ourselves to Christ anew---body, mind, soul, spirit
and will---in sincere worship, obedience, and service for the glory of God!

Charles Stoner
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| JESUS the LAW of the SPIRIT who gives LIFE<has 'sét you § Jesus Christ,
5. | FREE from the LAW of SIN and DEATH. 3For what the LAW was..-g" the Son
= | POWERLESS to’ DO because it was WEAKENED By " the =2
% | FLESH, GOD Qtb by SENDING his OWN SON 'ih:the LIKENESS of| 2
& | SINFUL FLESH to be a SIN OFFERING. And so he EONDEMNED SIN .?3._ God, the
'é in the FLESH, 4in order that the righteous REQUIREMENT of the| @. Spirit
= | LAW might'be FULLY MET in US, who do NOT LIVE accordmg .to’"-.'é’_
3 |the FLESH but according to the SPIRIT. ‘e’ =
7 il God, the
z 5—Thbse who LIVE according to the FLESH have their®., I Minds | « Father i
8 MINDS set on what the FLESH DESIRES but those who'LIVE in| @ g T —
5 accordance with the SPIRIT" have their MINDS set on what the § o
& | SPIRIT DESIRES. 6 The MIND governed by the FLESH-is ‘DEATH, but go' (\ )
% the MIND governed by the SPIRIT<s LIFE and PEACE. 7 The MIND = Sl e ”
= |governed by the FLESH is HOSTILE to GOD; it does NOT submit to}” @ A
i GOD’S LAW, nor can it do so. 8THOSE who are in the REALM oftbe < : S Th_efm. :
. | FLESH CANNOT please GOD. 5| § Fhctdesieal
- 23 >governs !
' >gives life & peace '
9-YOU, however, are NOT in the REALM of the FLESH but| Spirit| _ ' Sindwells '
S | are in the REALM of the SPIRITif m;jggg the SPIRIT of GOD LIVES = : >puts to death :
o |in you. AND if anyone does NOT have the SPIRIT- of..QﬁB]ST they | |0 | | >jeads >is received |
2. | do NOT belong to CHRIST. 10BUT if CHRIST is IN you, then even- ‘% I >brings adoption |
= | THOUGH your BODY is subject to DEATH becanse of SIN, the ° ! Sfestifies I
§ SPIRIT gives LIFE because of RIGHTEOUSNE‘$S 11And if the ; SRS s e e !
5" | SPIRIT of HIM who RAISED JESUS from the.‘DEAD is LIVING in| &
S | YOU, he who RAISED CHRIST from the DEI;\.D will ALSO give LIFE| 2. Contrasts:
= | to your MORTAL BODIES because of his S,P‘IRIT who LIVESinYOU. | >Condemnation vs Life.
>Law of the Spirit
12- THEREFORE, brothers and sisters;" we have an obligation E vs Law of Sin.
S | —but it is NOT to the FLESH, to LIVE according to IT. 13For IF you sLife vs Death.
@ | LIVE according to the FLESH, you.W|II DIE; but IF by the SPIRIT you| = >Flesh vs Spirit.
2. | PUT to DEATH the MISDEEDS.bf the BODY, you will LIVE. 14For % >Mind of the Flesh
:.‘-' THOSE who are LED by the SPIRIT of GOD are the CHILDREN of{" = vs Mind of the Spirit
S | GOD. 5The SPIRIT you RECENED does NOT make you SLAVES, 2 >Realm of the Flesh.
S | so that you LIVE in FEAR: hgam RATHER, the SPIRIT you | received | l» L.
< | BROUGHT about your,ADOPTION to SONSHIP. And, b HIM we| | | s Realmofthe Spirit
2 |cry, “ABBA, FATHER™ 6 The SPIRIT himself TESTIFIES with OUR| 5 | |*Body dead vs Spiritliving.
2 | SPIRIT that we ARE GOD’S CHILDREN. 7 NOW if we are CHILDREN, | ¢ >The Spirit vs our spirit.
8 |then we are HEIRS—HEIRS of GOD and CO-HEIRS with CHRIST, if| = >Sufferings vs Glory.
S’ |indeed we SHARE in his SUFFERINGS in order that we may ALSO =
SHARE in his GLORY. 17

(1) Rom. 8 presents the person & ministry of the Hon Spirit in the life of the believer: "(2) The Trinity is in
this passage: God sent Christ; Christ condemned sin by Himself becoming the offerlng for sin; the Spirit,
indwells the believer and satisfies the requirements of the Law. (3) Through Chrlst God did what the Law
could not do—freed us from the Law of sin. (4) Now we are free to live for Christ, by depending upon the
power of the Holy Spirit. (5) The believer is now in Christ and lives by the Splnt, under the dominion of the
Spirit. (6) The Spirit and Christ live in the believer; therefore the bellever i$ guided by the Spirit, becomes a
child of God, is an heir of God, and co-heir with Christ! (7) More contrasts: freedom vs slavery; peace vs
enmity; spirit vs body; adoption vs slavery; heirs vs slaves. (8) This passage clearly shows how the good
news of the Gospel is related to the glorious presence, ministry and indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the
experience of a Christian disciple. (9) Shared sufferings with Christ will eventually bring us shared glory.




#15
Rom. 8:18-27

Hope for Today!

Suffering and afflictions are part of the Christian life. But along with life's difficult expe-
riences, the gospel of Jesus Christ brings us great hope! In Romans 8:18-27, Paul
presented three promises by which God, through the gospel, gives us hope: (see
study chart)

(1) We have hope in the future liberation of the natural creation at the second com-
ing of Christ. (8:18-21) All creation groans now, while awaiting its glorious liberation
through the future renewal of the earth.

(2) While creation awaits liberation and freedom from the Fall, believers are given the
certain hope of the redemption of their bodies at Christ's return! That will be the

last phase of our eternal salvation in Christ. (8:22-25) The indwelling presence of the
Holy Spirit is the guarantee of this future reality.

(3) Another reality that gives believers great hope is the Holy Spirit's intercession
for us with 'wordless groans.' (8:26-27) He helps us in our weakness and effectively
intercedes for us when we don't know how to pray!

For these reasons, Paul considered that our present sufferings are not worth compar-
ing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Don't you think we should agree with
Paul? (8:18)

Charles Stoner



Rom 8:18-27

A Believer’s

—— | THE GOSPEL BRINGS HOPE Life:

s \

I ] © |8:18- CONSIDER,that our PRESENT|Expectation| — |
" : f;-_'i SUFFERINGS are'NOT worth COMPARING with the
| | 8 |GLORY that W!)?L be REVEALER in us. "For the — Our
! @ | CREATION waifs in eager EXPEGTATION for the| = Sufferings
Hope in "c.:g CHILDREN of/GOD to be REVEALED. D For the| & ﬂ
Liberation of f_. CREATION wAs SUBJECTED to FRUSTRATION, not & S
Craation = by its OWN/choice, but by the WILL of the ONE | Re\rl{zale d
= | who SUBJECTED it, in HOPE 2'thatthg CREATION| S
I < | = |itself will /ze LIBERATED from its BONDAGE to § ﬂ,
| <| & |DECAY and brought into the FREEDOM and| © Glorious
: 41 5 |GLORY /: the CHILDREN of GOD. \\ Freedom
=
: i = 22- We know that the WHOLE CREATIOI\IHoEe =3 .
| ;| = |has bheen GROANING as in the PAIN§ of "‘;—: Creation
I :| @ |CHILDBIRTH right up to the PRESENT time. 3Not| — groans
| r;b_ only so, but WE ourselves, who have \the E’ l]'
Hope in ] FII’iSTFRUITS of the SPIRIT, GROAN inwardly as @ We
Redemption of 2. | we WAIT eagerly for our"ADOPTION to SONSHIP,| & groan
tHe Bod S |the REDEMPTION of our BOBIES. #For in this| §
y S. | HOPE we were SAVED. But HOPE-that is SEEN is| & ﬂ
' :| 2 |NO HOPE at all. Who HOPES fof-what they| & The Spirit
2| o |ALREADY have? 25But if we HOPE for wﬁ'at.,yye do § groans
é_ NOT YET have, we WAIT for it PATIENTLY. ™. =
;1 _ | 26- In the SAME way, the SPIRIT HELPS us ISgirit‘ s .| TheHoly Spirit:
| & |in our WEAKNESS. We do NOT know WHAT-we| = | [“sis the firstfruits.
Hooe b & |OUGHT to PRAY for, but the SPIRIT<himself| @ "["[+--.. >helps us.
ooy = |INTERCEDES _for US through WORDLESS| "F--|..sintercedes for us.
Intercession of 5 | GROANS* 27" And HE"who---SEAREHES -0t t--$--} | ---- >groans for us.
the Spirit S |HEARTS KNOWS the MIND of the SPIRIT, because|.. 7. |.-1..-->intercedes for
. | & |the SPIRIT<INTERCEDES for GOD’S people in i‘: God’s people.
@ | ACCORDANCE with the WILL of GOD. 27 =
L ] 1
(1) In this passage, Paul answers the question: If the gospel is so good Contrasts:
and effective, why do believers still suffer and do not yet enjoy all the .
Sufferings <> Glory

promises made to those who believe? (2) Mankind needs the hope that
the gospel brings, the certainity that God will indeed complete what He
promised by sending His Son and the Holy Spirit, in spite of the apparent
delay. (3) The natural creation and we ourselves are included in the future
liberation plan of God, this in spite of the suffering, futility and groanings
of our present reality. (4) In what way is the creation frustrated and in
bondage today due to the fall of man? (5) While we are eagerly awaiting
the ‘redemption of our bodies,” we have the presence and special help of
the Holy Spirit; He intercedes for us and Christ does too, and this
intercession for us is part of Christ’s present ministry in heaven. (6) It is
necessary that | pass on to the next generation the faith and hope that |
received through my Christian parents, with conviction and clarity, while | i
await the return of Christ during my brief earthly pilgrimage! (7) A
believer, in spite of present sufferings, enjoys many blessings: Freedom
from sin, the certain hope of the future redemption of his body, and the
present, powerful, ongoing help of the Spirit of God within him!

Waiting <> Revealed
Human will <> Divine will
Futility <> Hope
Bondage <> Freedom
Groanings <> Adoption/Redemption
Wait <> See
Anxious <> Patient
Weakness <> Help
God’s people <> the Spirit
What to pray <> the Spirit intercedes
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Rom. 8:28-39

More Than Conquerors!

God is for us!

>He foreknew us, predestined us, called us, justified us & glorified us!
>He did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all.

>Along with Him, He will graciously give us all things!

Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ!
>No trouble, hardship, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger or sword.

And nothing can separate us from the love of God!
>Neither death, life, angels, demons, the present, the future, any powers, height,
depth, or anything else in all creation.

See the study chart on Romans 8:28-39 for more encouragement!
And may each new day be full of gratitude, spiritual victory and joy in the Lord, even
when we face many health, economic and political uncertainties.

Today, in all these things we are more than overcomers!

Charles Stoner
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Rom 8:28-39

————————— THE GOSPEL MAKES US OVERCOMERS WhatiCod
7 5 Does:
S | 8:28- And we KNOW"that in ALL thlngs GOD WORKS | Purpose @ - -Those God
3 [for the GOOD ofithose who LOVE him, who“have been| 2 [~ foreknew, He..
3 | CALLED accordln.'g to his PURPO‘§E 29 For those ~GOD: S >predestined
& |FOREKNEW HE also PREDESTINED to;be CONFORMED to the | T >called
5 |IMAGE of his SON, that HE might be the FIRSTBORN among| = >justified
Z [many BROTHERS and SISTERS. ®#And THOSE HE| >glorified
5 |PREDESTINED, HE also CALLED; thosé HE CALLED, HE also| = _
& [JUSTIFIED; thoge HE JUSTIFIED, HE alsc.GLORIFIED. & %
M . >died.
31-WHAT, theg', shall we say in RESPONS'E to these] Response >was
things? If GOD is FOR us, who can be AGAINST us? 2HE who resurrected.
did NOT SPARE his own SON, but GAVE Kim UP for us ALL— >is at the right
how will HEf not ALSO, along WITH him, graciously GIVE us hand of God.
ALL THINGS? 3¥WHO will bring any CHARGE against THOSE >intercedes
whom GO has CHOSEN? It is GOD_who YJUSTIFIES~“WHO for us.
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then is the ONE who CONDEMNS? NO one CHRIST JESUS
who DIED—MORE than that, who was. RAl ".{, E—is at
the RIGHT HAND of GOD_2nd”is also INTERCEDING for
us. 3 WHO shall. -SEPARATE us from % :the LOVE--of]
CHRIST-'? Shail TROUBLE or HARDSHIP or PERSEOUTION or

FAMINE or NAKEDNESS or DANGER or SWQRD’? %As it is
WRITTEN: “For your sake WE face DEATH all RAY LONG; we
are CGNSIDERED as SHEEP to be SLAUGHTERED -
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In all the
Dangers of
Life
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37- No in ALL these THINGS we are MORE than J€onvinced

CONQUERORS _through HIM who .LOVED. " ¥For T am
CONVINCED that neither DEATH nior LIEE, “neither ANGI:‘L'S-nor
DEMONS, neither the PRESENT'nor the FUTURE, nor any
POWERS, * neither HEIGI;II'nor DEPTH, nor ANYTHING ELSE
in ALL CREKT ION, will be able to SEPARATE us from the
LOVE-"of GOD- that is in CHRIST JESUS our LORD.
39
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What cannot
separate us from the

|- love of Christ or the

love of God:
>trouble >death
-~ >hardship >life
>persecution >angels
>famine >demons
>nakedness
>the present
>danger
>the future
>sword >powers
>height >depth
>anything else in all
creation

(1) Is it really true that God is working in our lives? Yes, He is always working, protecting us and bringing
us to glory according to His eternal purpose! (2) If so, why is the life of a believer still full of problems,
concerns and afflictions? It's because God is providing us opportunities to grow spiritually and to
overcome all these things through His power, for His eternal glory. (3) Paul declared that through the
gospel we are secure, and that nothing can separate us from the eternal love of Christ. (4) In Rom. 8:26 Paul
wrote that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us; in Rom. 8:34 he affirmed that Jesus Christ also intercedes for
us at the right hand of God. As the chosen of God, we are well protected and privileged! (5) God gave us
Christ, and graciously with Him, all things. Think of that! (6) Love: those who love Him; the love of Christ;
through Him who loved us; the love of God. (7) May each new day of our earthly pilgrimage be one of
progress and victory, because we are more than conquerors through Christ Jesus!
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Rom. 9:1-18

Mercy & Grace

In God's great plan of salvation for mankind, His mercy extends to all and guarantees
that those who believe will not receive what they deserve---eternal death! By His
extended grace, believers receive from Him what they do not deserve---eternal life!

In the study passage of Romans 9:1-18 (see chart), Paul showed how God provided
His abundant mercy and grace to the people of Israel, to Isaac, and to Jacob. In no
way did these patriarchs earn God's merit and favor, yet they received it!

Could it be that God was unjust when He did not choose Ishmael, Esau, or Pharoah?
Paul said not so, quoting what God said to Moses: "l will have mercy on whom | have
mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | have compassion." (Rom 9:15) The
basis of the divine choice was not any human desire or effort. It was the pure mercy
of God!

Thanks be to God for His great love, grace, and mercy poured out abundantly
through the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ! Let's share this good news soon with
someone who feels discouraged, fearful or hopeless in these trying times!

Charles Stoner



THE GOSPEL THROUGH DIVINE MERCY

Rom. 9:1-18

x 1 3
! \

Summary:

! \ ] Deity:
> 19:1- | speak the TRUTH {n CHRIST-M am NOT Iying,| My people Truth in
€ | my CONSCIENCE CONFIRMS it thrdugh the HOLY SPIRIT— 2 Christ
8 |have great SORROW and unceésing ANGUISH in my|
‘€ | HEART. 3For | could WISH that | MYSELF were CURSED and CUT| m Confirmed by

Mercy on the f OFF from CHRIST for the SAKE of MY PEOPLE, those of my OWN = Holy Spirit
people of 2 [RACE, “the PEOPLI;' of ISRAEL. THEIRS is the ADOPTION to s |
orag] > | SONSHIP; THEIRS fhe DIVINE GLORY), the COVENANTS, the| = Cut off from
7 |RECEIVING of theé LAW, the TEMPLE WORSHIP and the| 3= Ciies
\ Z [PROMSES. 5THEIRS are the PATRIARCHS, and from THEM is| & Glory of
W ~v = |traced the HUMAN'ANCESTRY of the MESSPAH who is GOD over| ¢ God
2 | ALL, forever PRAISED! Amen. X
: ! \ Ancestry of the
6- It is NOT as though GOD’S WORD had FAILED. | Descendants Messiah
w |For NOT AL# who are DESCENDED from ISRAEL are
= [ISRAEL. 7NOR because they are his DESCENDANTS are they| — Word of
A £ | ALL ABRAHAM'S children. On the contrary, It is THROUGH | & God
desce%n R £ [ISAAC that your OFFSPRING will be RECKONED.” 8In other| I
3 |words, it is NOT the CHILDREN by PHYSICAL DESCENT who are 8 o ‘
Abraham, Isaac =
2 S | GOD’S CHILDREN, but it is the CHILDREN of the \-‘*ROMISE who| =
3 |are REGARDED as ABRAHAM’S OFFSPRING. 9Fpr THIS was| fA ;
® |HOW the PROMISE was stated: “At the APPOINTED TIME | will
RETURN, ;(nd SARAH will HAVE a SON.” ‘ I
\ Children of
10- NOTI only THAT, but REBEKAH’S CHILDREN were | Jacob| _ God
< | CONCEIVED at the SAME time by our FATHER ISAAC. ' Yet, =
Mercy on the § BEFORE the TWINS were BORN or had DONE anything GOOD or = Pisealor
son of Isaac, S |BAD—jn order that GOD’S PURPOSE in ELECTION, might o= go .
Jacob g | STAND: 2NOT by WORKS but by HIM who CALLS—she was Q
@ |TOLD, “The OLDER will SERVE the YOUNGER.” ®Just ds it is| &
WRI]'TEN “JACOB | LOVED, but ESAU | HATED.” “ =
= 14-IWHAT then shall we SAY? Is GOD UNJUST? NOT at | Marcy
S |allf15For he says to MOSES, “I will have MERCY on whom | have
S |MERCY, and | will havé “GQMPASSION on whom | have| I Mercy of
P @ | COMPASSION.” It does NOT, theréfore, DEPEND on HUMAN| T Gad
o S | DESIRE or EFFORT, but on GOD’S MERCY. ""Fer. SCRIPTURE| =
e & | says to PHARAOH: “I raised YOU up for this very PURPOS'E’ that| &
o |1 might DISPLAY my POWER in YOU and that MY NAME might be [ <5
: 3 [PROCLAIMED in ALL the EARTH.”*® THEREFORE GOD has m
% 5 MERCY on whom he WANTS to have MERCY, and he HARDENS
Ea== whom he WANTS to HARDEN. 18

(1) Paul expressed his great love for his own people, even being willing to lose his own salvation if he could save his
Israelite brothers! (2) One very important privilege enjoyed by Israel was to have been chosen to form the human line of
the Messiah, Jesus Christ. (3) 9:5 clearly states the deity of Christ: “...the Messiah, who is God over all...” (4) Paul
explained the process of divine selection in the choice of Abraham (not relatives), Isaac (not Ishmael), Jacob (not Esau),
and Israel (not Pharaoh), to provide salvation and divine blessings to humanity. (5) God works according to His own
sovereign purpose in the salvation of mankind, not being influenced by human works or desires. (6) By some, God wants
to show His great power; by others, His great mercy. (7) This is the good news of the Gospel: God desires to save
mankind, Jews or gentiles, not on the basis of any human merit, but only on the basis of His amazing grace, mercy, and
compassion. (8) Oh that | would have the ardent desire like Paul to see lost folks around me saved by the Gospel of
Christ!




#18
Rom. 9:19-33

The Gospel & the Divine Potter

"Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Isra-

el." (Jeremiah 18:6b) "Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same
lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?” (Romans
9:21)

Romans 9:19-33 is the passage for this chart Bible study. You will observe that the
chart has 15 verses divided into three sections: The Right of the Potter (9:19-
21), the Work of the Potter (22-29) & the Promise of the Potter (30-33).

From this passage | learned the following: My salvation is totally of God---by His mer-
cy, grace, and love. | did not seek Him; it was He who sought me and found me,
granting me the grace and faith to believe in Christ!

During these uncertain days, may you and | meditate more on the glorious gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ. May the certainty of our salvation through God's abundant
grace encourage our hearts unto grateful worship and faithful ministry, until we He
takes us Home!

Your fellow clay pot,
Charles Stoner



Rom. 9:19-33

Metaphors,

THE GOSPEL & THE DIVINE POTTER g
lllustrations:
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19— One of yourwﬂl say to me: “Then WHY~<10es GOD |R|ght
still BLAME, ds? For WHO_is able to RESIST“hl&WILU” But Potter
. | WHO-are. YOU a HUMAN belng,To TALK BACK to Gb{)? “Shall
WHAT j< forméd- say-to the one WHO formted-it, “WHY “jdyou Clay
MAI;E’ me like THIS?"” DOES‘_NGI . the POTTER have the RIGHTY.
to MAKE out of the SAME lump of-GLAY 3ome PO'ITERY%(‘

The
Right of
the Potter

RA ]

SNOILSIND UsA3S

Pottery
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22- WHAT if -GOD, -altheugh- EHOOSING~to~ SHOW |Objects |
his WRATH and make his POWER known, BORE: with “great
PATIENCE the OBJECTS of his _WRkTH’—PREPARED for
DESTRUCTION? WHAT if-HE did this to make the RICHES. of Riches
his GLORY KNOWN to the OBJECTS of his MERCY, whom _hg_
PREPARED -in ADVANCE-for GEORY—even US, wTu_)rﬁ he also Objects
CALLED, not only from the JEWS but also from the
GENTILES? As HE says in HOSEA: “I will CALL them ‘MY

PEOPLE’ who are NOT my PEOPLE; and-kwill CALL her ‘MY My loved

Objects

I
'

The

$9|13udc) R smap ‘Alo|b siIH Joj s303lqo asedaiy

Work of LOVED ONE’ who is NOT my loved one,” and, “If witl-HAPPPEN g’ one

the Potter that in the very PLACE where it was said to them, ‘YOU are| &
NOT my people,’ they will be called ‘SONS of the LIVING-GOD.*1= 5
ISAIAH-GRIES out concerning ISRAEL: “Though the- NUMBER | & Sons
of the ISRAELITES be like the SAND of the "SEA, ONLY the §
REMANANT will be SAVED. For the"LORD will CARRY OUT his | £ Sand of
SENTENCE on EARTH-wWi th SPEED and FINALITY.” It is JUST| S the sea
as ISAIAH said prewously “UNLESS the LORD ALMIGHTY had | “
LEFT us DESCENDANTS, we would have BECOME like Sodom &
SODOM, we would have BECOME like GOMORRAH.” Gomorrah

!
!
1

30— WHAT_then shall we SAY? That thelnghteousness
GENTILES, who~did_NOT pursue~RIGHTEOUSNESS have
OBTAINED it, a RIGHTEOUSNESS that is” by FAITH; but the Stumble
PEOPLE of ISRAEL, who pursued~the LAW as The~ WAY of

RIGHTEOUSNESS, have NOT attained their GOAL. WHY not?|. L Stumbling
Promise of Because they pursued it NOT by FAITH but as if it were by/‘g stone
the Potter WORKS. They STUMBLED over the STUMBLING =< 3

STONE. As it is WRITTEN: “SEE, | LAY in ZION a.-~ ‘ j Rock

STONE that causes MEN to STUMBLE and a ROCK
that makes them FALL, and the ONE who TROSTS in HIM will
NEVER be PUT to SHAME.” 33

(1) Paul effectively displays the sovereignty of God by using rhetorical questions. (2) God has a specific purpose
for every part of His creation, including the human race, either to demonstrate His great patience, or His great
mercy and grace, all for His glory. (3) The salvation of Gentiles in Christ was not well understood by his Jewish
readers, leading Paul to explain by using the illustration of a potter, and by quoting the prophecies of Hosea and
Isaiah. (4) The reason for the omission of many Israelites is their dependence on the Law and works, causing
them to stumble over the simplicity of the gospel which is the exercise of faith as the only means of obtaining
divine righteousness. (5) In the chapters to follow, Paul will show another reason for the unbelief of the Jews—a
spiritual blindness that most suffer during this dispensation. (6) The fact is, the Divine Potter has the right to form
each person into the type of object or vessel that He so desires, for special or common use. (7) From this passage
| observe how my salvation is totally of God—-by His mercy, grace and love. | did not really seek Him or His
righteousness; it was He who sought me out, instilling in me the grace to believe in Him for salvation!

aweys 0} }nd JaAsu ‘sysnij oym
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Rom. 10:1-21

Everyone Who Calls on the Name of the Lord will be Saved!
Just as every coin has two sides, so man's salvation has two sides.

God's gracious role in the salvation of mankind, that is, His calling and election in mer-
cy is explained in Romans 9:11&16. Here in Romans 10, Paul spelled out man's re-
sponse in appropriating God's gift of salvation, that is, by calling on and believing in
Christ. (Rom. 10:13,14) The divine role and the human response are the two sides of
the same coin of eternal salvation, all to the glory of God and the joy of man!

Paul used an interesting illustration in Romans 10:15. He wrote that the one who
shares the gospel message with others has beautiful feet, quoting Isaiah 52:7. An in-
teresting metaphor!

The steps are clear in the process of sharing the good news which results in the sal-
vation of folks like you and me: beautiful feet sent, feet preaching---to people

who hear, people who believe, people who call on the Lord's name---people saved!
(Inverted order of the text, 10:13-15)

May our feet be beautiful wherever they may walk, for the glory of God and the
growth of His kingdom!

Charles Stoner



THE GOSPEL BRINGS SALVATION
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Rom. 10:1-21

A
N 10:1—Brothers and siste‘r{\;,' my heart’'s DESIRE and PRAYER to| Prayer| w M "
S |GOD for the ISRAELITES is that they ma be SAVED: 2For-can.TESTIFY = Aleans of
Salvation £ |about them that they are/ZEALOUS for GOb, but'their ZEAL is NOT based | = | =" Salvation:
soughtbut || S |on KNOWLEDGE. sSinck they did NOT KNQW the RIGHTEOUSNESS of | S
unattained S |GOD and sought to ESTABLISH their OVQ!N; they did NOT SUBMIT to| & >believe (7)
o' |GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS. 4CHRIST is the’CUBMINATION of the LAW so| £
5 |that there MAY be RIGHTEOUSNESS fOI::EVERYOI{lE who BELIEVES. 2 >confess
L T \
= |5—MOSES writes ¢his about the RIGHTEOUSNESS\that is by the | Saved
S |LAW: “The PERSON who DOES thg'se\I;HINGS will LIVE by them.” sBut the >e).(press
= |RIGHTEOUSNESS that is by FAITH says: “Do NOT Yay in your-HEART, faith (4)
o |‘WHO will ASGEND into HEAVEN?" (thatis, to bri_r!g.ekIRlST DOWN) 7“6r
= |'WHO will DESCEND into the'DEEP?'” (that.is; to bring CHRIST UP from| < >call on (3)
® the DEAD). 8But what DOE§'it §_AY.?-"'IT1e WQRD is NEARvyou; itis IN your | = <
Saaton | | G v vy o wountotmes s El| | >scoept
accepted & o ,, o et e ! ol =
g = |LORD, hd BELIEVE"in_your HEARI.ﬂ)gt__GO'L\) RAISED hl}t{ FROM the| T -
enjoyed 3 |DEAD, you will be SAVED. “For it is with you HEART-that yoy BELIEVE | §
& [and arg JUSTIFIED; and it is with your MOUTH that you PROFESS.your | &
2— FAITHsand are SAVED. 11As SCRIPTURE says, “ANYONE who BELIEVES|-3..
=: |in HIM will NEVER be’put to SHAME.” 12For there is N difference between
o JEW and GENTILE—th@’«.SAME LORD is LORD of‘ALL and R QHLY
§ B¢SSES all who CALL on’HIly.I, 13for, “EVERYONE wh‘o‘ CALLS on the
@ |NAME of the LORD WILL be SAVED.” \ ﬁ
A
= [14—HOW, then, can they CALL on the ONE they have NOT*|Good News >in your heart
& |BELIEVED in? And HOW can they BELIEVE in the ONE of whor‘q they have [ >in your heart
é NOT HEARD? And HOW can they HEAR without someone PREACHING to | = >in your heart
- ® [them? 15And HOW can anyone PREACH unless they are SENT2\As it is| = >with vour heart
Salvation S |WRITTEN: “How BEAUTIFUL are the FEET of THOSE who bring GooD| S y
= =
preached & 2 [NEws!” t%But NOT ALL the ISRAELITES ACCEPTED the GOOD| B
heard S INEWS. For ISAIAH “says, “LORD, WHO has BELIEVED our| 8
% MESSAGE?” "Consequent{y, FAITH comes from HEARING the| .
= MESSAGE, and the MESSAGE is HEARD through the WORD of ?D
S |CHRIST. '8BUT | ask: Did they, not HEAR? Of course they DID: “Their| o
2 |VOICE has GONE OUT into ALL tﬁ-g WORLD.”
Py 19—Again | ask: Did ISRAEL not l:'LNDERSTAND? First, MOSES |lsrael| &
Salvation not §- says, “l will MAKE you ENVIOUS by THpSE who are NOT a NATION; | will g
2 MAKE you ANGRY by a NATION that has NO UNDERSTANDING.” 20And —
sought but S [ISAIAH boldly says, “I was FOUND by THOSE who did NOT SEEK me; I| &
found @ |REVEALED myself to THOSE who did NOT*ASK for me.”2/BUT concerning | §
& |ISRAEL he says, “ALL DAY long | have 'H‘ELD OUT my HANDS to a| 3
= |DISOBEDIENT and OBSTINATE PEOPLE.” 21 =
T
(1) Paul expressed his desire for his own people. (2) He showed Beautiful Feet: People Saved:

how both Jews and Gentiles are saved on the same basis: by
hearing & believing the message of Christ. (3) On the blue chart,
see the steps for a person to come to faith and be saved. (4) God
allowed Israel in general to be disobedient to divine justice, thus

: : = 3 Feet sent People who believe
provoking Israel to be envious of Gentiles who are now included ‘
by faith in Christ. (5) Summary: During the present Church age,
God left the majority of Jews in disobedience and spiritual || Feetpreachers People who call on

rebellion while He is being revealed and found by many Gentiles.
(6) Rom. 11 will address lIsrael’s present situation and positive
future in the ongoing plan of God.

Rom. 10:13-15

Beautiful feet

Feet preaching

People ilvho hear

People who are saved!
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Rom. 11:1-16

Observations on Rom. 11:1-16

Although God disciplined Israel for their unbelief, He did not permanently reject
them. (Rom. 11:1-2)
God's ultimate plan is to restore and accept His people. (Rom. 11: 2,15)
Throughout history, God has His people, a believing remnant, reserved and chosen
by grace. (vv. 4-5)
Election and hardening are parallel biblical doctrines. (Rom. 11: 7)
Because of Israel's transgression and hardening, salvation has come to the
Gentiles. (Rom. 11:11)
6. Israel's fall is not permanent; a full inclusion and acceptance are foreseen.
(Rom.
11:12,15)
7. Paul ministered as a Jewish apostle to the Gentiles. (Rom. 11:13)
8. Paul considered himself a catalyst to provoke belief unto salvation for some of
his
people. (Rom. 11:14)
My response to Paul's teaching?
>Profound gratitude to God that salvation in Jesus Christ was made available
and effective for me, a Gentile.
>A sense of shame for not sharing the gracious gospel message more
consistently.

Charles Stoner



OF ISRAEL:
1-1 ask then Dld GOD REJECT his people? By N0 means'l Remnant Quotes from
o |aman jSRAELITE myself, a descendant of ABRAHAM,, from the - " the OT:
2  tribe ofBENJAMIN 2GOD did NOT REJECT his PEOPLE, whom he & l
3 FOREKNEW. Don't you KNOW what SCRIPTURE says..about &
v =  ELIJAH—how he APPEALED to GOD against ISRAEL: 3“LORD, they, .3 .......cccres 1 Kings
A Remnant % have KILLED your PROPHETS and TORN DOWN your ALTARS; lam | & 19:10,14
was Chosen @  the ONLY one LEFT, and they are trying to KILL me”? 4And what &
- o was GOD’S ANSWER to him? “I have RESERVED for MYSELF 3
o | SEVEN THOUSAND who have NOT BOWED the KNEE‘-to.,,_g
o BAAL.” 5So0 too, at the PRESENT there is a REMNANT CHOSEN by ;D ......... 1Kings 19:18
8 GRACE. 5And IF by GRACE, then it CANNOT be BASED on &
WORKS; IF it were, GRACEEwould NO longer be GRACE. 1 N
Q |7- What then? WHAT the PEOPLE of ISRAEL sought | Hardened — / 1\
E so EARNESTLY they did NOT QBTAIN The ELECT among them DID, ﬁ E
v 2 but the OTHERS were HARDE'NED 8as it is written: “GOD gave %
A Hardening @ ||them a SPIRIT of STUPOR, EYES® that could NOT SEE and EARS that"--e.-,... Deut. 20:4
was Predicted g could NOT HEAR, to this very DA-Y * 9And DAVID says: “May thelr g ------ e 29.'10
B | TABLE become a SNARE and a TRAP, a STUMBLING BLOCK and- 8., ;’,_ i
& |RETRIBUTION for them. " May theik, EYES be DARKENED so they = "S-...
E_ CANNOT SEE, and their BACKS be BENT FOREVER.” 2|t -Psalm 69:22,
23
I 11-Again | ask: Did they STUMBLE so as to FALL beyond | Envious é
H = RECOVERY? NOT at ALL! RATHER, because of their 5
. 2 TRANSGRESSION, SALVATION has COME to the GENTILES to & Transgression =
The Fall is Z. make ISRAEL ENVIOUS. 2But if their TRANSGRESSION means g Salvation.
Temporary S RICHES for the WORLD, and their LOSS means RICHES for the 3 Salvation = Envy.
: 2. GENTILES, how much GREATER RICHES will their FULL S Tra";?gﬁ::m":
§ INCLUSION bring! 2 Loea s Riches
13- | am talking to you GENTILES. Inasmuch aél | Reconciliation l Fatlnges = eaalor

vt

-
s
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Rom. 11:

THE PEOPLE

am the APOSTLE to the GENTILES, | také, PRIDE in my

MINISTRY *4in the HOPE that | may somehow AROUSE my OWN

PEOPLE to ENVY and SAVE SOME of them. *5For IF their -5

1-16

Rejection =
Reconciliation.

% Acceptance = Life.
Their Acceptance = REJECTION brought RECONCILIATION to the WORLD, what will Part of the Dough=
is Foreseen = their be but from the DEAD? *IF: the PART of Holy.
3 the DOUGH offered as FIRSTFRUITS is HOLY, pigs Wh°'He ?a'°h=
5 THEN the WHOLE batch is HOLY; IF the ROOT is _ Root°H‘gly=
£ HOLY, SO are the BRANCHES. Branches Holy

16

(1) Paul, an Israelite from the fribe of Benjamin, became the apostle to the Gentiles, proving that God had not abandoned His people
during the church age. (2) Paul and all other believing Jews represent a remnant of Israelites belng, saved during the dispensation of
the Church until the fullness of salvation can be enjoyed by all believing Israel in the future. (3) Thé, . metaphor of parts of the human
body is used here to demonstrate the present spiritual condition of Israel: knees, spirit, eyes, ears and backs. (4) Other illustrations
and comparisons used: Bible quotes and stories, stumbling, fall, enemy, riches, loss, dough, fn:st fruits, root and branches.
(5) Motives for the spiritual hardening of Israel: to set aside Israel for general unbelief, and to open a way of salvation for believing
Gentiles while Israel remains in discipline. (6) Observe two specific functions here for Paul's ministr'y,: to take the Gospel to the
Gentiles, and to provoke jealousy among his own people, hopefully resulting in salvation for some during, the present age. (7) Paul's
firm hope in the future restoration and acceptance of his people is clear, showing his certainty in the fulﬁllment of God’s promises
given to Israel in the Old Testament. (8) Salvation for both Jews & Gentiles is possible only and always by grace through faith. (9) God
is not finished with the nation of Israel; Paul will explain this more in 11:25-26.
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Rom. 11:17-36

Mercy Me

Mercy is much more than half the name of a popular Christian singing group. It's a
prominent theme that permeates the Scriptures---God's initiative in reaching out to
mankind. The grace of Jesus Christ gives us what we don’t deserve.

God's mercy withholds from us that which we do deserve.

Our world is in crisis. Fear of Covid-19 has griped families, communities, and nations.
Even with a vaccine available, there is uncertainty as to its effectiveness while the
death toll continues to rise. Fear and hopelessness abound. It's time to cry out for
God’s mercy!

However, according to Romans 11:17-36 (see study chart for details), God’s mercy
already operates in our world! Because of Israel's disobedience to God, Gentiles
have received God's highest expression of mercy which is His salvation made availa-
ble to all who believe in Christ. Paul wrote, "For God has bound everyone over to dis-
obedience so that he may have mercy on them all." (11:32) Divine mercy is now of-
fered to all through the Gospel.

Thanks be to God for His mercy in the gift of our Savior. And may we continue to ask
Him to be merciful to all, especially those in need of physical, emotional, and spiritual
healing---our families, communities, nation, and world.

Charles Stoner



Rom. 11:17-36

_pElee 1 DIVINE MERCY TO ALL THROUGH THE GOSPEL |
4 [y
' “‘
11:17- If SOME of the BRANCHES have b\een'BROKEN OFF, and I Grafted
YOU, though a WILD olive shoot, have‘been GRAFTED in.among the
OTHERS and now SHARE,: in- thie noutishing SAP from the~ OLIVE
ROOT, 8do NOT cgn_sider’ Jyourself to be: SUPERIOR to those OTHER.
branches. If you-BG, consider this: YOU do NOT SUPPORT the ROOT, but
the RQOFSu'ppons YOU. 1{You will say then, “BRANCHES were BROKEN
OFF "o that | could be GRAFTED IN.” 20 GRANTED. BUT they were BROKEN
OFF because of UNBEL,IEF, and YOU stad by FAITH. Do NOT be
ARROGANT, but TREMBLE. ?'For if GOD did‘NOT SPARE the NATURAL
branches, he will NOT spfre YOU EITHER. v
!

Summary:

<

Israel:

!

jueBolje agjou og

Mercy to the

Wild Shoot [ > Broken Off

uied Aq us pajjeln
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22— CONSIDER therefore the KINDNESS and STERNNESS ofl Consider

GOD: STERNNESS to those who FELL;-but KIN DNE'S§ to YOU, provided that

you CONTINUE in hjs KINDNESS. Otherwise, you ALSO™ will ~be- CUT
OFF. 2And IF they dd NOT persist in UNBELIEF, they will be GRAFTED IN,

for GOD is able to GRAFT them in AGAIN. 2¢ After all, IF you were CUT OUT

of an OLIVE TREE that is WILD by nature, and CONTRARY to nature were

GRAFTED into a QULTIVATED olive tree, how muth MORE readily will

THESE, the NATUR' L branches, be GRAFTED INTO thdir OWN olive tree!

)

e — e e ]

I

SSBUUIB)S B SSPUPUIY

Mercy to the T

Cultivated Tree
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1
25— | do NOT want you to be IGNORANT of this MYSTERY, l Mystery
BROTHERS and SISTERS, so that you may NOT be CANCEITED: ISRAEL
has experienced a HARDENING in PART-until-the FULL_NUMBER of the
GENTILES has ¢OME IN, 26and in THIS way ALL ISRAEL wijll be SAVED. Ast
it is wriften: ,“The DELIVERER will come from ZION; he will turn
GODLESSNESS away from JACOB. And this is my COVENANT with them
when | TAKE AWAY their SINS.” [Isa. 59:20,21; 29:9; Jer. 31:33,34] ‘\
!

1
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Hardening

Mercy brings ~~in Part

Salvation
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28— As far a,& the GOSPEL is concerned, THEY are EN EMI[‘iS#or\! Mercy
YOUR sakey BUT as far as ELECTION is concerned, they ake LQVED~en,
account of the PATRIARCHS, 2for GOD'S GIFTS and hi§ CALL -are]

~

1

4 ~ Enemies

IRREVOCABLE. %0 Just as YOU who WERE at one time DISOBEDIENT to
GOD have now RECEIVED MERCY as a RESULT) of their

E “yet Loved
DISOBED‘EN CE, 3 so they TOO have NOW become DISOBEDIENT in order

Mercy by the
Gospel & Election

that THEY TOO may NOW receive MERCY as a result of GOD'S MERCY to
YOU. 32For GOD has BOUND everyone over to DISOBEDIENCE so that HE
may have MERCY on them all.

9]qeo0AaL] |[2D/R SWID
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33 — Oh, the DEPTH of the RICHES of the WISDOM and The Glory Ll.{'oup '
KNOWLEDGE of GOD! How UNSEARCHABLE his JUDGMENTS, and his our ‘1

PATHS beyond TRACING out! “WHO has known the MIND of the LORD? Or oarts |
WHO has been his COUNSELOR?” “WHO has ever GIVEN to GOD, that GOD v / |
should REPAY them?” [Isa. 40:13; Job 41:11] For FROM him and THROUGH him ® ] |
and FOR him are ALL THINGS. To HIM be the GLORY FOREVER! Amen. ®
36

e e

Mercy by & for
God’s Glory
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References to God: Figures, Metaphors:
Kindness—Sternness—Sovereignty—Covenant—Election Olive Tree—Branches—Wild Olive Shoot—Nourish—Sap
Love—Gifts & Call—Mercy—Wisdom—Riches—Knowledge Support—Root—Grafting—Cultivation—Cutting
Judgments—Paths—Mind—Glory Wild & Natural Branches

(1) The Gospel of Jesus Christ brings a wonderful salvation opportunity for the world today and hope for Israel. (2) There is sfill a
glorious future for believing Israel connected to the second coming of Christ. (3) What God promises, He will always fulfill (v. 29).
(4) Our Almighty God is the Source (from Him), the Agent (through Him), the Purpose (for Him) and the Goal (to Him) of God’s grand
redemption plan for humanity and the universe (v. 36). (5) Paul expressed God’s concern, hope, patience, expectancy, admiration
and thanksgiving in this passage, and His sovereignty is clearly affirmed.
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Rom. 12:1-21

We Form One Body!

During the unprecedented days of wearing masks and continued social distanc-

ing, how have relationships with others been affected? Restrictions have resulted in
creative uses of modern technology such as Zoom. God's kingdom work continues,
and believers are being built up through the Word, despite many changes. This lesson
from Romans shows believers how to maintain good relationships.

Paul penned eleven great gospel-teaching chapters---Rom. 1 through Rom. 11.
Then, in chapter 12, he turned to explain how such glorious truth should affect the
lives of his readers. First, he appealed to believers to consecrate themselves fully to
God, Rom. 12:1-2. After that he used the metaphor of a human body to describe
how the spiritual body of Christ can function in the tension of unity and diversity.
Paul’s exhortations and real case scenarios follow to complete chapter 12.

Look at the attached study chart of Romans 12:1-21 and note how members of the
Body of Christ operate on four relational levels: (1) In relationship with God, 12:1-
2; (2) In relation to the spiritual gifts, 3-8; (3) In relationships with other believers, 9-
13; (4) In relationships with unbelievers, 14-21.

By the three fat arrows on the right side of the chart, observe how our consecration to
God is--Upward; our connection with one another and the spiritual gifts is--
Inward; and at same time our association with all others is--Outward.

The ongoing challenge is to maintain sincere, godly relationships on all fronts. Think
about your family, folks in your church, at work, and your extended community. May
God give you and me grace to serve Him with more dedication and faithfulness as
zealous members of the Body of Christ in all our complex relationships for His eternal

glory!

Charles Stoner



----------------- THE GOSPEL FORMS CHRIST’S BODY

Rom. 12:1-21

EE

The Believer's
Relationships...

/(_

Consecration

of the Body

y

diysiom Jadoad g an1j

12:1- Therefore, | URGE ydi] BROTHEﬁS and SISTERS, m\ Worship

view of GOD’S MERCY' to OFFER your BODIES as a LIVING
SACRIFICE, HOLY and* "PLEASING to GOD—-thls is your TRUE and
PROPER WORSHIP. 2Do NOT CONFORM to*the PATTERN of this
WORLD, but be TRANSFORMED by the RENEWING of your MIND. Then
you will be ABLE ‘to TEST and APPROVE what GQD S WILL is—his
GOOD, PLEASING and PERFECT WILL.

Functions

of the Body

(£VE)

suoIjauNy JualayIp ‘siaquiaw Auepy

3- For by tlm GRACE given me | say to EVERY one o‘f- you:

Do NOT thmk of YOURSELF more HIGHLY than you OUGHT‘ but rather
THINK of: “YOURSELF with SOBER JUDGMENT, in accordance -with the
FAITH GOD has DISTRIBUTED to EACH of you. 4For just AS each of us
has ONE BODY with MANY members, and these MEMBERS do NOT all
have the SAME FUNCTION, 5SO in CHRIST we, though MANY, FORM
ONE BODY, and EACH member BELONGS to ALL the.OTHERS. tWe
have DIFFERENT. C/F 7 5;-according fo th

If your is PROPHESYING then PROPHESEY in accordance wrth
your FAITH; 7if it is SERVING, then SERVE; if it is TEACHING, then
TEACH; 8if it is to ENCOURAGE, then GIVE ENCOURAGEMENT; if it is
GIVING, then give GENEROUSLY; if it is to LEAD, do it DILIGENTLY; if it
is to SHOW MERCY, do it CHEERFULLY.

< Inward
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Devotion

in the Body

v

8A0| UJ JaYjouR 8UO 0|

9- LOVE must be SINCERE. HATE what is EVIL; CLING to what | Love

is GOOD. 1Be DEVOTED to one ANOTHER in LOVE. HONOR one
ANOTHER above YOURSELVES. 1"NEVER be LACKING in ZEAL, but

KEEP your spin'tual FERVOR, SERVING the LORD. 12Be JOYFUL- 1n

.st®
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Associations
of the Body

g
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PROUD but be WILLING to ASSOCIATE with people of LOW
POSITION. Do NOT be CONCEITED."”Do NOT REPAY anyone EVIL for
EVIL. Be CAREFUL to DO what is RIGHT in the EYES of
EVERYONE. #|F it is POSSIBLE, as far as it DEPENDS on YOU, LIVE at
PEACE with EVERYONE. 1*Do NOT take REVENGE, my dear FRIENDS,
but Ieave ROOM for GOD’S WRATH, for it is written: “lt is MINE to

------

2706 NOT be OVERCOME by EVIL, but OVERCOME EVIL with GOOD
21
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" Prophesying
Serving
Teaching
Encouraging
Giving
Leading
Showing
Mercy

The

Joy

of the

P
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(1) After eleven chapters of careful theological teaching about the advent of the Gospel among men, in Rom. 12,
Paul begins to apply these great truths to his readers’ daily lives. (2) The metaphor of the human body aptly
illustrates the necessity for mutual cooperation in the Body of Christ. (3) Paul’s exhortations apply to our words,
practices, thoughts, attitudes, feelings, activities and reactions. (4) Note his exhortations toward humility: not to
think of myself more highly than | ought, 3; be devoted to and honor others more than myself, 10; not to be proud
but rather associate with those of lower position, and do not be conceited, 16. (5) Perhaps the relationship most
challenging to maintain is love for fellow believers in the church body because of differing giftedness, interests,
temperaments and levels of spiritual maturity. (6) Such deep differences require much awareness, effort and
constant dependence on the Lord to maintain the unity of the Spirit. (7) When wronged, we should be proactive in
blessing our persecutors and not seeking revenge, 20.
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Rom. 13:1-14

How Then Shall We Live?

Submission to governmental authorities is part of the life of a disciple of Jesus Christ.
Paul taught this clearly in Romans 13. (See the study chart) This includes paying tax-
es and giving respect and honor to authorities at all levels. Government officials are
actually God's servants for our good and a stable society.

With brothers and sisters in Christ, and with our neighbors, we are to extend sacrificial
love. The obligation to ourselves is to understand the present time and to awake from
spiritual slumber. In Christ we have already overcome spiritual death by the transform-
ing power of the Gospel. Now we must wake up from our complacency, put aside the
deeds of darkness, and clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ!

Why should we thus live? Because it's our Christian privilege and obligation, and
the coming of Christ is near! This is God's message to you and me during these days
of social upheaval and political turmoil: obey and pray for the authorities, love and
help those who are suffering, preach the Gospel, and live in holiness and peace with
all.

This then is how we must live as Christian pilgrims, for the night is nearly over;
the day is almost here.

Charles Stoner
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Rom. 13:1-14

{ THE GOSPEL BRINGS SPECIFIC OBLIGATIONS

A Believer's
concernis...

To
Governing

Authorities

¢ i

L

ssiwugns g 1oanns

4

A"

1qﬁu si Jeym Buiop ‘anl

- | has.- ESTABLISHED ‘The AUTHORITIE.S that exist have been

13:1- Let EVERYONE IE SUBJECT to the GOVERNING | Authority

AUTHORITIES,, for- thepé is NO AUTHORITY except that which GOD

ESTABLISHED by G@D. 2 Consequently, whoever REBELS against the
AUTHORITY is REBELLING against what GQD has INSTITUTED, and
those who do SO wlll bring JUDGMENT on themselves 3For RULERS
hold NO TERROR for those who do RIGHT, 'but for those who do
"WRONG. Do you want to be FREE from FEAR of the one in
AUTHORI-TY" Then Do what is RIGHT and you will be

o ..
v,

. .
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To Fiscal
Authorities

v

saxe} Aed

6- 'I'HIS is also WHY you PAY TAXES, for the AUTHORITIES are' Pay

GGD’S SERVANTS, who give their FULL TIME to GOVERNING. 7 GIVE
to EVERYONE what you OWE them: If you owe TAXES, pay TAXES; if
REVENUE, then REVENUE; if RESPECT, then RESPECT; if HONOR,
then HONOR.

____________________________________________________________

To
Neighbors

H
A 4

“JoqyBiau 1nok anoT
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NEIG‘FIBOR as YOURSELF.” 19L.OVE does NO HARM to a NEIGHBOR
| Therefore LOVE is the FULFILLMENT of the LAW.

.
.
o

e .
o .

STEAL ” “You,. sﬁall
COMHND::;

.....

saynp [eow @ S)GapP Sy

>not commit adultery
>shall not murder
>shall not steal
>shall not covet
>and whatever other
command...
summed up...

1l

>love your neighbor
as yourself

.
.
:
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To
Ourselves

P40 84} Ym PayJold ‘dn e

11- And DO THIS, understanding the PRESENT TIME: The | Time

HOUR Iié's'"'éTl’é'aidy"'CUME foryou-to--WAKE UP from your
SLUMBER, because our SALVATION is NEARER now than when we
FIRST BELIEVED. 2The NIGHT"is nearly OVER; the DAY is almost
HERE. So let us PUT ASIDE the DEEDS of DARKNESS and PUT ON
the ARMOR of LIGHT. %Let us BEHAVE DECENTLY, as in the
DAYTIME, not in CAROUSING and DRUNKENNESS .not in SEXUAL
IMMORALITY and DEBAUCHERY, not in., DISSENSION-. .and
JEALOUSY. *4Rather, CLOTHE yourselves with the LORD JESUS’
CHRIST, and do NOT think about HOW to GRATIFY’ ‘the DESIRES of
the FLESH. 14

Jo!/\eﬁaq B Ssaupaje siy'

Deeds of Darkness:
>carousing
>drunkenness
>sexual immorality
>debauchery
>dissension
>jealousy
>desires of the
flesh

(1) Acceptance of the Gospel results in specific ethical obligations for the believer: to the governnﬁant to finances, to neighbors, and
to oneself. (2) It is difficult sometimes to believe that governing authorities, even bad ones, really aré'God’s ‘servants,’ His agents to
punish wrongdoers. (3) See the directives that define the ideal relationship of believers with civil authorI‘h-es be subject, don’t rebel,
submit, pay taxes, respect, and honor (4) Rich figures & metaphors used: sword, servants, agents, debt, tini’e,,gleep, darkness, light,
armor, clothing, flesh. (5) The seriousness of the declining spiritual climate of our days is seen in 13:11-14, re'Quiring that a person
wake up as from a night’s sleep and dress himself with the Lord Jesus to begin a new day of victory over sin. (6)‘5
refers to the event of a believer's ultimate glorification at the return of Christ, the future aspect of our salvation.

relationship of submission to Christ is the key to success in fulfilling the ethical obligations of the Gospel.

alvation in v. 11
(7) My ongoing
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Rom. 14:1-23

Peace in God’s Kingdom

In the Church, the Body of Christ, doubtful or disputable matters may cause serious
disagreements. During Paul’s day, strong feelings were expressed between believ-
ers who were vegetarians and those who would eat most anything, including
meat. Proponents of both sides of the question were condemning the others.

Paul made it very clear that the Roman believers who were stronger in their faith
should be accepting those who were weaker concerning participation in doubtful
things. And all were to practice brotherly love instead of insisting on personal prefer-
ences! Today among Christ-followers, areas of questionable or doubtful things may
include alcoholic beverages, clothing styles, kinds of worship music, and types of en-
tertainment.

The teaching of Romans 14 is this: The Kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
drinking, rather it is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit! (see study
chart) These are the essential matters to be concerned with. Therefore, Christ follow-
ers must stop judging one another concerning nonessential things. The reason? Be-
cause one day we must all appear before the judgment seat of God to give account of
ourselves to God, not of others!

Paul continued: "Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to
mutual edification." (14:19) The gospel of Jesus Christ places believers securely into
the Kingdom of God where they learn to walk in peace by faith, serve Christ, and to
please God through selflessness in their relationships.

Charles Stoner
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Accept the

weak & don’t :>
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14:1- ACCEPT the ONE whosq'FAITH is WEAK, without QUARRELING | To eat
over DISPUTABLE matters. ONE person FAITH allows them to eat

ANYTHING, but ANOTHER, whose FAITH is WEAK, EATS...VEGETABLES:-The|.

one who EATS EVERYTHING must NOT tregt with CONTEMPT the ONE who
does NOT, and the ONE w}io does NOT EAT everything must NOT JUDGE the
ONE who DOES, for GO has ACCEPTED them. WHO are YOU to JUDGE
someone ELSE’S SERVANT? To their OWN MASTER, servants STAND or FALL.
AND they will STAND, fothe LORD is ABLE to MKE them STAND.

L
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Are convinced
& belong
to the Lord

¥
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5- ONE person CONSIDERS ONE DAY more SACRED than another;

To the Lord |..

ANOTHER CONSIDER$ EVERY day ALIKE. EACH ‘of them should-be FULLY

DIE, we DIE FORlQhe LORD. So,;/whether we LIVE or DIR, we BELONG TO the
\

LORD. ' !
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Must give
account
to God

+
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9- For THIS vgry reason, CHRIST DIED and RETURNED %Q Judgment Seat

LIFE so that he might be the’ LORD of BOTH the DEAD and he LIVING. You,

then, WHY dd you JUDGE ydur BROTHER or SISTER? Or WHY do you TREAT |.-

them with CONTEMPT? For we will ALL STAND before GOV’'S JUDGMENT
SEAT. It is WRITTEN: ““As' SURELY as | LIVE,” says the LORD! ‘EVERY KNEE
will BOW before ME; EVERY TONGUE will ACKNOWLEDGE GOD.” SO then,
EACH of US will GIVE an/ACCOUNT of OURSELVES to GOD. \
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Must stop
judging &
actin love
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13- THEREFORE let us STOP passing JUDGMENT on ONE lBrothtr or Slsfér

ANOTHER. INSTEAD,::‘inake up your mind NOT to PUT any STUMBLING BLOCK
or OBSYACLE in the’'WAY of a BROTHER or SISTER. | am CONVINCED; being
fully PERSUADED in the LORD JESUS, that NOTHING is UNELEAN in
ITSE
persen it is UNCLEAN. If your BROTHER or SISTER is DISTRESSED because of:
what YOU eat, YOU are NO longer ACTING in LOVE. Do NOT-by your EATING
DE$TROY someone for whom CHRIST DIED. THEREFORE do6 NOT let what you
KNOW is GOO[J be spoken of as EVIL. For the KINGDOM of GOD.is NOT a
mbtter of EATING and DRINKING, but of RIGHTEOQOUSNESS, PEAG;E and
JOY in the_.-'HOLY SPIRIT-,-.bg(_:ause ANYONE who SERVES CHRIST .in THiS,
way is PLEASING to GOD and receiVes-HUMAN APPROVAL. U

.
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. But IF anyone REGARDS something as UNCLEAN, then foy THAT |-
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Rom. 14:1-23

The Things
of God:

. B
----- »Thanks
to God

The
_~=>Judgment
; Seat
of God

._.>The Kingdom

of God
»The Work
of God

3
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.
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Must work
for peace &
edification
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19- Let us therefore make EVERY EFFORT to DO Qﬁﬁ'L‘EAD.S,_tq'Edification.
PEACE and to mutual EDIFICATION. Do NOT DESTROY the WOk 050D for

the SAKE of FOOD. ALL FOOD is CLEAN, but it is WRONG for a person ‘to}.

eat ANYTHING that CAUSES someone else to STUMBLE. It is BETTER NOT to
eat MEAT or drink WINE or to DO ANYTHING else that will CAUSE your
BROTHER or SISTER to FALL. So WHATEVER you BELIEVE about THESE
things KEEP between YOURSELF and GOD. BLESSED is the ONE who does
NOT CONDEMN himself by what he APPROVES. 23 BUT WHOEVER has
DOUBTS is CONDEMNED if they EAT, because their EATING is NOT from FAITH;
and EVERYTHING that does NOT come from FAITH is SIN. 23
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The Trinity:

.
(19
.
‘.

* God the Son

* God the Spirit

(1) Community life in the Kingdom of God requires mutual understanding among all workers of the King. (2) In God’s Kingdom, spiritual
principles (righteousness, peace, joy) are more important than material aspects of life (eating, drinking, observing days). (3) Believers live
in the Kingdom of God, do the Work of God, and await the Judgment Seat of God. (4) Christ died for believers, God reigns over believers,
and the Holy Spirit indwells believers. (5) The LORD appears 10 times (vs. 4 to 14), showing the importance of the sovereignty of Christ in
the community of believers; GOD appears 9 times; CHRIST 4; the SPIRIT 1; BROTHER & SISTER 4 times. (6) The main topic of Romans 14
is doubtful things, allowance of personal preferences among Christians where there is liberty to act as long as one’s actions do not
destroy the faith of weaker believers. (7) Christian liberty is ultimately not about what | do, but what | know | can do, yet refrain from doing,
in consideration of a weaker believer. (8) Examples today: alcoholic beverages, movies & films, music style, entertainment, leisure.
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Rom. 15:1-13

Hope For Today

How is it possible to maintain hope when surrounded by so much confusion and un-
certainty around us? Families have been stressed out by the pandemic, sometimes
expressing their frustrations in hurtful ways. Folks have lost jobs, and some schools
are still closed. Vaccines for Covid-19 finally became available but not before many
friends and family were directly affected, some succumbing to the virus. In March
2021 our former student in Brazil, Pastor Nahur Santos, along with his brother and
mother all died within the span of a week. "O Lord, when will it all end?" No wonder
many have lost hope.

In the turbulent first century, the apostle Paul recorded his outstanding desire for a
group of believers in Rome:

"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." (Romans 15:13)

This is the last verse in the segment for the chart study based on Rom.15:1-13. These
words show us how to cope and have hope in tough times. Observe in Rom.15:13 the
following:

>The Source of Hope---God and none other.

>The Fruit of Hope---joy and peace.

>The Means of Hope---trust in God.

>The Promise for those who trust---an overflow of Hope.

>The Person & Power of Hope---the Holy Spirit.

Ponder these words and look at the study chart to discover more how hope is provid-
ed and maintained by the gospel which Paul preached. The same gospel which Christ
-followers have continued to believe and proclaim until today!

Charles Stoner
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Rom. 15:1-13

HOPE PROVIDED BY THE GOSPEL

Summary:
: =
— | 15:1- WE who are, STRONG ought to BEAR “with the Neighbors
g FAILINGS of the, WEAK and NOT to please OURSE.LVES :EACH of us| @ Persons/Who:
S = | should please eur NEIGHBORS for their GOOD, to BUILD them UP. :For § T swe-3
Hope through the ; even CHRIST did not please HIMSELF but, as it is WRI'ITEN “The| o >the strong- 1
Scriptures :> & INSULTS . of those who INSULT YOU have fallen on* ‘ME.” «For| 3 >the weak- 1
- Q EVERY'FHING that was WRITTEN in the PAST was WRITTEN to- TEACH| 2- >our neighbors- 1
2 | us, so that through the ENDURANCE taught in the SCRIPTURES| = >Christ- 5
8 | and the ENCOURAGEMENT they PROVIDE we might have HOPE. | 3 G
. H > E
; S'[5- May the GOD who gives ENDURANCE and | Blority| @ i (ﬁaf,?,"]‘:’ .
Hope through 3 | ENCOURAGEMENT give you the same ATTITUDE of MIND:toward § sthe Jews—1
) [> @ |EACH OTHER that CHRIST JESUS had, sso that with ONE MIND and| = >the Patriarchs- 1
s Lt ~ | ONE VOICE you may GLORIEY the GOD and FATHER of ogr LORD| | | >the Gentiles- 6
H = | JESUS CHRIST. : a >His people- 1
= >the Lord- 2
i =1 | 7- ACCEPT one ANOTHER, then, just as CHRIST accepted; Gentiles | & ’thfls‘:i‘;ﬁ'_ef*
LA = | YOU, in order to bring PRAISE to GOD. :For I TELL you that CHRIST § Gy
Hope through E§ 5 | has become a SERVANT of the JEWSon BEHALF of GOD'S{TRUTH, 50| o | | sthe nations-1
the Promises S |that the PROMISES made to-the PATRIARCHS.:might be| ® | | .theHoly Spirit-1
- 2" | CONFIRMED :and, moreover, that the GENTILES mlght GLORIF 3
% GOD for his MERCY. As itis WRITTEN: oo %
i S Glory & Praise:
: o |90 “Therefore | will PRAISE you among the GENTILES I Written o |. a
v 5" | will SING the PRAISES of your NAME.” «AGAIN, it says, “REJOICE you| . | |*=Youglorify God
Hope for the B GENTILES, with his PEOPLE.” :And AGAIN, “PRAISE ,the LORD, ALL .,8 & Father
Gentiles [:> & you GENTILES; let all the PEOPLES EXTOL him. ”uAndAGAIN ISAIAH % e .
: 2 | says, “The ROOT of JESSE will SPRING UP, one who will ARISE to| | | >Youbring
| RULE over the NATIONS; in HIM the GENTILES il HOPE e il pse oo
T T “>The Gentiles
¥ 13- May the GOD of HOPE'FILL you with ALL JOY and PEACE Hope| & glorify God
Hope through ' [as you TRUST in HIM, so that you may OVERFLOW withr HOPE =
the Holy Spirit E> @ | by the POWER of the HOLY SPIRIT. @ o
5| E

(1) I should seek to please my neighbors, family, Sunday school class, PaceSetters, our small group and other
believers instead of seeking to please myself. (2) Endurance and encouragement are provided by the Scriptures
and give me hope. (3) God is glorified through Christian unity, by our accepting one another in Christ, and by
God’s mercy shown to the Gentiles. (4) Paul emphasized the importance of the inclusion of the Gentiles in the
Body of Christ, proving from O T Scriptures how this divine plan greatly glorifies God (15:9-12). (5) This passage
connects various positive elements of the Christian life: truth, service, hope, encouragement, unity, glorification,
promises, song, rejoicing, praise, joy, peace, and trust. (6) Other notable concepts here are mercy, edification,
endurance, and the power of the Holy Spirit. These elements generate confidence and are experienced by
accepting the outworking of the Gospel in the life of the believer. (7) Christ is the great example of how to
maintain a unified servant-mind and attitude—-seeking to please others, accepting them, and showing a
willingness to be taught to serve and glorify God. (8) The O T quotations in 15:9-12 are: 2 Sam 22:50, Ps 18:49,
Deut 32:43, Ps 117:1 & Is 11:10—-representatively drawn from the Psalms, the Writings & the Law.
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Rom. 15:14-23

In the Service of God’s People

What are you doing today to advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Some believers
use their gifts of speaking, others employ gifts of service. Paul's example in Rom.

15:14-33 shows how both are necessary around the world for the Church to be on
mission and bring people to Christ. A proper balance between clearly sharing

the Gospel by using words and meeting social needs is necessary. It may surprise
you that Paul not only preached---he was also involved in meeting material needs!

Romans 15:14-33 (see study chart) is where Paul opened his outlining his sincere,
practical, and complete obedience to God. Paul ministered both by word and action to
fulfill his divine mission. He encouraged, preached, performed miracles, taught, strug-
gled, planned, prayed, travelled widely, counseled, wrote letters, and even served as
a cash-carrying courier! All was for the glory of God in fulfilling his cross-cultural call-
ing to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

Whatever form our calling may take, may the Lord give us wisdom and persistence to
minister faithfully to meet both material and spiritual needs. Like Paul, may we serve
the Lord Jesus by preaching, teaching, worshipping, sharing resources, encouraging
and praying---all to the glory of the One who saved, called, and commissioned us
through the Gospel.

Charles Stoner



Rom. 15:14-33

The Ministry
of the Gospel
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The Preaching
of the Gospel
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The Service
of the Gospel
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Paul’s Glorying
- - THE GOSPEL PROCLAIMED TO THE GENTILES - in Christ
- = P Jesus...
‘ P TS
15:14- | myself,am CONVINCED, my brothers and sié\er;; that | Minister
that you YOURSELVES are FULL of GOODNESS, FILLED with| @
KNOWLEDGE and COMPETENT to INSTRUCT one”anothér, SYET lhave | = >The grace
WRITTEN you quite BOLDLY...to REMIND you of them AGAIN, because | 2 of God.
of the GRACE GOD gave ME *6to be a MINISTER of CHRIST JESUSto| 3- >Minister of
the GENTILES. He gave me the PRIESTLY DUTY.of PROCLAIMING the| 2| | Christ Jesus.
GOSPEL of GOD, so that the GENTILES might BECOME an| |a | [ >The Gospel
OFFERING ACCEPTABLE to GOD, SANCTIFIED by the HOLY SPIRIT. lz Qiden
b >Sanctification
- - of the Spirit.
17- Therefore | GLORY in CHRIST JESUS in my SERVICE to | Preach =Service
GOD. 8] will NOT venture to SPEAK of anything EXCEPT.what CHRIST to God.
has ACCOMPLISHED through me in LEADING the GENTILES.to OBEY >Obedience
GOD by what | have SAID and DONE— by the POWER of SIGNS and 2 to God.
WONDERS, through the POWER of the SPIRIT of GOD. So from 2 >Power of
JERUSALEM all the way around to ILLYRICUM, | have FULLY|. |2 the Spirit .
PROCLAIMED the GOSPEL of CHRIST. 2It has always been my 'g. A>What fhgls; :
AMBITION to PREACH the GOSPEL where CHRIST was NOT known, so| |® ey oy
that | would NOT be BUILDING on someone ELSE'S founda-| O it
tion. 2 Rather, as it is WRITTEN: “THOSE who were NOT TOLD about| 8 >The Blessing
HIM will SEE, and those who have NOT HEARD will UNDERSTAND.” of Christ.
2This is WHY | have OFTEN been HINDERED from coming to YOU. >The Love of
the Spirit.
23- But NOW that there is NO more PLACE for ME to work | Jerusalem >Praying
in THESE REGIONS, and since | have been LONGING for many years to to God.
VISIT you, 2] PLAN to do so when | go to SPAIN. | HOPE to see you >The Will
while PASSING through and to have you ASSIST me on my JOURNEY T
there, AFTER | have enjoyed your COMPANY... 22 NOW, however, | am ofPoace.
on MY WAY to JERUSALEM in the SERVICE-.of.the LORD'S

a CONTRIBUTION for the POOR among the LORD’S PEOPLE in
JERUSALEM. 27 They were PLEASED to do it, and indeed they OWE it to
them. For if the GENTILES have SHARED in the JEW’S SPIRITUAL
blessings, they OWE it to the JEWS to SHARE with them their
MATERIAL blessings. 2So AFTER | have COMPLETED this task and
have made SURE that they have RECEIVED this CONTRIBUTION, | will
GO to SPAIN and VISIT YOU on the way. 221 know that when | come to
you, | will come in the FULL MEASURE of the BLESSING of CHRIST.

ajdoad s,p107 ayj 0} éayuas siy kg

| The Places: |

>Jerusalem. (5)
>From Jerusalem
to lllyricum.
>These regions.
>Spain. (2)
>Macedonia
& Achaia.
>Judea.

The Struggle
for the Gospel
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30- | URGE you, brothers and sisters, by our LORD JESUS | Praying
CHRIST and by the LOVE of the SPIRIT, to JOIN me in my STRUGGLE
by PRAYING to GOD for ME. 3! PRAY that | may be KEPT SAFE from the |

UNBELIEVERS in JUDEA and that the CONTRIBUTION | take to| -

JERUSALEM may be FAVORABLY RECEIVED by the LORD’S
PEOPLE there, 32so that | may COME to YOU with JOY, by GOD'S
WILL, and in your company be REFRESHED. 3 The GOD of PEACE be
with you ALL. AMEN. 33

Jofeid uj 3

>To you (Rome).

(1) Paul remained passionate about his divine calling to offer the Gospel to the Gentiles, a consuming vocation made possible
only through God’s abundant grace. (2) The term minister refers to the Jewish priesthood services to which Paul compared his
ministry of taking the Gospel to the Gentiles, God’s Old Testament plan by which Israel would bless all nations. (3) Note the
reciprocal relationship between material and spiritual blessings—those benefited spiritually ‘owe’ material blessings to those who
share with them spiritually. (4) Paul’s personal prayer requests: protection from unbelievers, acceptance of his ministry, a
favorable journey and visit with the Romans. (5) Paul performed many tasks: preaching, teaching, writing, encouragement,
miracles, worship, social action, counselling, struggles, praying and much travel—all related to his ministry of taking the glorious
Gospel to the Gentiles. (6) “Lord, give me the grace to be faithful in sharing, serving, praying & living the Gospel of Jesus Christ!”
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Rom. 16:1-16

Greeting 26 Friends!

Apparently, the average North American knows from 290 to 600 people. Of these
'known' folks, he/she would consider only 10 to 25 as close friends. Perhaps this is
true in other countries as well.

The Apostle Paul had not visited the church in Rome before sending his letter from
Corinth in 56 AD. But according to Romans 1:11, he really wanted to visit the church:
For I long to see you, that | may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you.

Several of Paul's friends were living in Rome at the time. In fact, someone observed
that he mentioned 26 folks by name in Rom. 16:1-16! These friends and family would
be specifically greeted or commended for various reasons when his letter was read to
the group. See the study chart for details. Seems like this listing was Paul's way to
greet his dear friends without writing them individually. All were faithful co-laborers
who made his wide ministry of the Gospel possible.

An application: In your church, when recognizing members for their contribution to
ministry, include those who are less known who faithfully serve the Lord. The visible
and gifted leaders are not the only ones to thank---the church custodian, folks who
serve in the nursery, greeters, minister assistants and others whom we sometimes
take for granted should also be thanked publicly. Paul greatly valued faithfulness and
dedication to God's work, whoever they were, and for whatever they did. So should
we!

Charles Stoner
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Rom. 16:1-16

COMMENDATION & GREETINGS IN THE GOSPEL
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1- 1 COMMEND to you our sister PHOEBE, a SERVANT of the CHGRCIj in Cenchrea. I ask
you to RECEIVE her in the LORD in a way WORTHY of the SAINTS amd.to GIVE her any

HELP she may NEED
ME. z

7

frofn YOU, for she had been a GREAT HELP to MANY peaple, including

7

Fri equ’ éreeted:

~

~
~
~
>

Description & Motivation:

(1) Personal
relationships are
very important in

life & ministry.

(2) Paul carefully
commended the
strong point &
contribution of
each person.

(3) Paul greatly
valued
faithfulness &
dedication in
God’s work.

(4) Relatives &
women were
highly valued

by Paul.

.

H

7

3-Gréét PRISCILLA and
AQUILA, ..............

5— Greet also the CHURCH...

Greet my dear friend
EPENETUS A et

6— Greet MARY, ...............

7— Greet ANDRONICUS and
JUNIAS, i

8— Greet AMPLIATUS, ..

9— Greet URBANUS, .........
and (...) STACHYS.

10— Greet APELLES, ..........
Greet those who BELONG....
11- Greet HERODION, .......

Greet those

12— Greet TRYPHENA and
TRYPHOSA., ...

Greet my DEAR FRIEND
PERSIS, .o

13— Greet RUFUS, ............

14— Greet ASYNCRITUS,
PHLEGON, HERMES,
PATROBAS, HERMAS and
the BROTHERS .................
15~ Greet PHILOLOGUS,
JULIA, NEREUS and his
SISTER, and OLYMPAS and
ALL the SAINTS

16— Greet ONE ANOTHER...

ALL the CHURCHES

my FELLOW WORKERS in CHRIST JESUS. They RISKED
their lives for me. Not only I but ALL the CHURCHES of the
GENTILES are GRATEFUL to THEM.

that meets at their HOUSE.

who was the FIRST CONVERT to CHRIST in the province of
ASIA.

who WORKED very HARD for you.

my RELATIVES who have been in PRISON with me. They are
OUTSTANDING among the APOSTLES, and they were in
CHRIST before I was.

whom I LOVE in the LORD.

our FELLOW WORKER in CHRIST
(my DEAR FRIEND)

tested and APPROVED in CHRIST.
to the HOUSEHOLD of ARISTOBULUS.
my RELATIVE.

in the HOUSEHOLD of NARCISSUS who are in
the LORD.

those WOMEN who work HARD in the LORD.

another WOMAN who has WORKED very HARD
in the LORD.

CHOSEN in the LORD, and his MOTHER, who has been a
MOTHER to ME, too.

with them.

with them.

with a HOLY KISS.

send GREETINGS.

~

:

A

Greetings to:

>fellow workers
>risk-takers

>those that
meet

>first convert

>very hard
workers

>relatives

>outstanding
apostles

>beloved &
dear friends

>approved in
Christ

>Paul’s relative

>those in the
Lord

>women

>one chosen in
the Lord

>a mother to
me




#28
Rom. 16:17-27

Established!

Are you an established Christian? Paul ended his letter to the Romans pointing his
friends to the "only wise God" (Rom. 16:27) as the source of the glorious Gospel
which he lived and preached. The Gospel is not only for future salvation and God's
glory. It is also about being established in the faith right here and now. The Gospel
with all its implications is the theme of Romans.

See the study chart for Rom.16:17-27 and discover what being established indi-
cates. Established in the gospel message means: (1) walking in wisdom & obedl-
ence to God, (2) sharing greetings & hospitality with other believers, and (3) living on
mission in obedience to God's word. These points are like the three core values of our
church here in Central Texas (Temple Bible Church): Surrender, Community & Mis-
sion.

Hopefully, these 28 study charts in flipchart format have helped you to better visualize
and understand what Paul desired to communicated clearly and passionately to the
church in Rome. His theme throughout was the essential character of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and how this good news related to their daily walk.

On a separate page | have listed all 28 chart titles created for this Romans study se-
ries. If you have a question or comment concerning any of this material, please send
me a message.

What next? | am presently preparing study charts based on the book of 1 Corinthians.
Eventfully | hope to make 1 Corinthians available on this website as well.

Charles Stoner
charles.stoner@crossworld.org
March 2022
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ESTABLISHED IN THE GOSPEL MESSAGE

Rom. 16:17-27

By Wisdom
& Obedience

)

i
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16:17—I URGE you BROTHERS and SISTERS to [Watch out

WATCH OUT fdr THOSE who cause DIVISIONS and put
OBSTACLES in;your way that are CONTRARY to the
TEACHING you Iiave LEARNED. Keep AWAY from them. ®For
such people arQ' NOT SERVING our LORD'-_CHRIST, but their
own APPETITES. By SMOOTH TALK and'-, FLATTERY they
DECEIVE the :MINDS of NAIVE people. “° Everyone has
HEARD about your OBEDIENCE, so | REJOICEbecause of you;
BUT | want you to be WISE about what 1s GOOD, and
INNOCENT about what is EVIL. 2The GOD bf PEACE will
soon CRUSH SATAN under your FEET. The GRACE of our
LORD JESUS be with you.

-
-
-
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By Greetings
& Hospitality
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21—TIMOTI:IY my CO-WORKER, sends hls:' Greetings

GREETINGS$ to you, as do LUCIUS, JASON and SOSIPATER
my FELLQ’W JEWS. 22|, TERTIUS, who WROTE uown this
LETTER, :GREET you in the LORD. 2i*GAIUS whose
HOSPITAt.ITY | and the WHOLE CHURCH here ENJOY sends
you his GREETINGS ERATUS, who is the city’s DIRE'CTOR of
PUBLIC WORKS and our brother QUARTUS send you their
GREETINGS 5
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By Prophetic
Writings &
Obedience
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25— NoIN to HIM who is ABLE to ESTABLISH youl Re\;ealed

in _ACCORDANCE with my GOSPEL, the MESSAGE |
PROCLAIM about JESUS CHRIST, in keeping with the
REVELATION of the MYSTERY hidden for long AGES
PAST, 26but now REVEALED and made KNOWN through the
PROPHETIC WRITINGS by the COMMAND of the ETERNAL
GOD, so that ALL the GENTILES might come to the
OBEDIENCE that COMES from FAITH— 2to the only WISE
GOD be GLORY FOREVER through JESUS CHRIST! Amen.
27
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Contrasts:
Serve our Lord
VS
Serve their own
appetites

Deception
Vs
Obedience

Good
VS

Evil

God
VS
Satan

B0

HEL
\Js

Ages past
Vs
Now

Hidden
VS
Revealed

(1) In Rom 16:1, Paul commends Phoebe to the Romans, and here in 16:17 he warns them about divisive,
contrary teachers. (2) Indeed, sometimes there are ‘those’ in the church who work against biblical teaching,
use clever flattery, cause division, and put obstacles in the way of sincere believers, deceiving the minds of
naive people. (3) ‘Crush Satan under your feet’ (v. 20) is an allusion to Gen. 3:15 - ‘he will crush your head'.
(4) See the interesting variety of people who send greetings with this letter: Paul’s co-worker, Timothy;
fellow Jews—Lucius, Jason and Sosipater; his secretary, Tertius; his host, Gaius; the Director of Public
Workers, Eratus; and a brother, Quartus. (5) The doxology (vs. 25-27), gives a good summary of the book’s
theme, the Gospel that Paul preached and taught—the Gospel is able to establish believers, it is the
message he proclaimed about Jesus, it is in accordance with God’s mystery now revealed and known, is
through OT prophetic writings, is commanded by God, has the purpose of bringing all Gentiles to obedience
by faith. (6) God only Wise deserves eternal praise and glory for the Gospel of Jesus Christ!




