
The Prayer of Habukkuk 
Habakkuk Chapter 3 

Habakkuk’s prayer comes after the fearful 
report of chapter 2 concerning the Judah’s 
coming destruction.  The prophet’s prayer is a 
plea that God will keep His covenant promise 
with Israel when the ruthless Babylonians 
come against Judah to chasten them. It is a 
reference back to 1:5.  

I. The Prophet’s formal prayer. 
Vss. 1-2 

What a changed man Habakkuk has become. 
Instead of complaining, he is praising the Lord. 
His sighing has turned to singing. 
If we like Habakkuk will take time to wait on the 
Lord in prayer and in His word our hearts will 
be turned from sighing to singing. 

Shigionoth: a song, an Ode or Rhapsody, 
indicating a rhythm in which the ode is to be 
sung (in this case a song of triumph). 

Revive:  does not have to do with our modern 
day “revival meetings.” Rather Habakkuk is 
saying, Ï know that you are working. Please 
keep it up.” He knows judgment is coming, but 
prays that God will remember mercy. 

Teman: 

Paran: a desert of Arabia 

The imagery in the vision is based 
upon the accounts of God’s might 
works of deliverance on behalf of His 
people in ancient times and His judg-
ments upon their enemies in Egypt, at 
the Red Sea. at Sinai and in the con-
quest under Joshua in Canaan. 

II. The Prophet’s reviews Israel’s 
past history.  Vss. 3-15 

This psalm was intended to be sung 
by the captives during the Exile, which 
was near. In Hab_3:3-15 there is a 
recital of the great events in the past. 
First Sinai, then the victories and de-
liverances of the book of Judges, the 
passage of the Red Sea and Jordan, 
the divine vengeance on the oppres-
sors. But the prophet could not con-
template the future of the Chosen 
People without dismay. He longed to 
be at rest before those terrible Chal-
dean hosts burst upon the land. At the 
close he breaks into a sublime refrain 
which has been the solace and song 
of myriads of believers. If all God’s 
gifts failed he would still possess the 
Giver. He could still triumph in God. 
Indeed, the divine Savior and Friend 
is often more apparent when the fields 
and the farmsteads are bare. 

III. The Prophet’s Fear   Vss. 16-17 

The prophet’s contemplation of divine judg-
ment produced at first fear at the prospect of 
God’s chastisement of Judah.  Habakkuk ex-
presses faith in the ultimate salvation of God 
for His people after the period of chastisement 
is over. 

IV. The Prophet Praises  Vss. 18-19 

These verse represent one of the greatest 
confessions of faith ever uttered in the Bible. 
Habakkuk knew in his heart that he did not 
have the strength he needed but that God 
would supply the strength needed to endure 
the trials which lie ahead. 

An interesting question in verse 8, was God 
displeased with the rivers, and against the 
sea?  The answers in found in that they were 
the instruments used to bring salvation to His 
people 

Verse 9 portrays the various battles that the 
nation of Israel fought en route to the Promise 
Land.  Battles that the Lord won for them 
when they trusted and obeyed His com-
mands. 

Verse 10 describes the victory given to the 
Judge Deborah and Barak over the Sisera 
when a sudden rain storm turn the battle field 
into a muddy swamp leaving the chariots 
useless. 
Verse 11 describes the day the Lord caused 
the day to prolong until Joshua had completed 
his victory. 

In Verse 12 Habakkuk pictures the Lord 
marching Canaan like a farmer threshing his 
grain, and his people claiming their inher-
itance. 


