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Study Charts Explained in Steps: 

 

• 1. Look at the chart. The text of the passage being studied is written in the text box and 

divided into paragraphs showing the exact content of the segment as it appears in the 

NIV. Words may be omitted in this re-creation of the text (...), but none added; some 

words are capitalized for effect.  

• 2. In the upper right corner of each paragraph is a small box with a one or two word para-

graph title or name taken from the text which identifies the paragraph at a glance.  

• 3. Now note in one of the paragraphs, a highlighted, underlined key center, comprised of 

a key phrase or sentence chosen as the basis for the main topical study of the whole seg-

ment.  

• 4. Follow the two arrows to the top of chart to find the master title of the topical study 

chosen, a short phrase in one's own words of the key center of the text phrase below, 

Step 3.  

• 5. On the left side of the chart are smaller boxes, one for each paragraph, containing the 

paragraph points which tie together the topical study derived from the master title and 

key phrase/sentence being studied. These are usually connected by lines or arrows to 

show the unity of the topical study based on the Scriptural segment.  

• 6. In the margins are other studies recorded: observations that emphasize, compare or 

list items of interest found in the text. These are called supplementary studies which can 

add interest to this inductive approach to Bible study. Below the main chart box are more 

observations & implications numbered in a sizable text box which conclude the study.  

*This method of Bible study using analytical charts is based on Irvin L. Jensen’s book, Acts: 

An Inductive Study, pages 59-64.  

Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with 

great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. Acts 17:11  



Hebrews  

Lesson 1 

Greatness of our Salvation  

 

Today we begin a study in the Book of Hebrews, again following the vertical study 

chart method.  

We do not know who wrote Hebrews, but with refreshing directness the author gets right 

to the point: Jesus Christ, the glorious Son of God, is second to none and superior to 

all!  His initial example to prove his thesis is to show how Christ is superior to the an-

gels (See attached chart for 1:1-14). Though angels are important, Jesus Christ is far su-

perior to them in word, position, name, origin, authority, power, duration, and function  

The perspective of this passage goes far beyond earth. Jesus Christ is described here 

as glorified in Heaven, seated at God's right hand after having completed His redemptive 

work on earth. The eternal, profound truth of these verses describing the rule, glory and 

universal superiority of Christ is truly remarkable. Because of His purification for sins, all 

who believe in Him can have full assurance of their salvation. Our grateful hearts can only 

respond in sincere worship, holy living and faithful ministry!  

 

In the Superior Son,  
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Hebrews  

Lesson 2 

Greatness of our Salvation 2:1-18 

pay attention!  

You can probably remember when your teacher would say to you, pay at-

tention! Perhaps it was in reference to important subject matter that was 

going to be included on the midterm exam  

The author of the book of Hebrews began chapter 2 this way: "We 

must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so 

that we do not drift away."  

He then went on to compare the law of Moses spoken through angels to 

the message of salvation in Christ Jesus announced by the Lord, Heb. 2:1-

4. Disobedience to the mosaic law brought severe punishment. Ignoring 

our salvation in Christ brings serious consequences as well.   

See the attached study chart and discover the Greatness of our Salvation--

-its biblical proclamation, high price, eternal purpose & death-defying pow-

er.  The superiority of Jesus Christ to the angels through His suffering and 

priestly work now qualifies Him to help those who are being tempted, 2:16-

18.  

Are we truly appreciating, living and faithfully sharing the great salvation we 

have in Christ? 
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Hebrews  

Lesson 3 

Firmly Committed to Serving Christ 3:1-19 

THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN  

These days many believers do not take seriously the claims of Christ for a life of dedi-

cation to Him. In our churches we emphasize the blessings and joy that Christ offers 

His followers. A life of faith, self-denial and sacrifice is commendable for others, but 

often not for us personally. Professional and social success is more valued than faith-

fulness and suffering that accompany a life surrendered to God. We prefer a path of 

comfort more than the way of the Cross  

The Israelite nation began well. They passed through the Red Sea as the redeemed 

people of God. But in the wilderness things soon changed.  According to Hebrews 3 

(see the study chart), they hardened their hearts through the deceitfulness of sin. 

During 40 years that generation rebelled, tempted God, and strayed from His ways. 

They were perverse, unbelieving, and disobedient.  Because of their unbelief, they 

were not allowed to enter the promised land. They were deceived by sin.   

The author of Hebrews gave a solution, a way his readers could protect themselves 

from the deceitfulness of sin. As participants of God's heavenly calling, they 

were reminded to fix their thoughts on Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest whom they had 

acknowledged. Looking to Him, they could persevere when tested and not fall into a state 

of rebellion and unbelief. Instead of going astray, they would keep their confidence and 

encourage one another in the Body of Christ. Fixing their attention only on Christ, they 

would learn not to follow the negative example of their unfaithful ancestors!     

 Today the deception of sin seems stronger than ever, but there is hope! The way to resist 

spiritual compromise is to fix our attention on our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. As a result, 

He will faithfully protect our hearts from becoming selfish and hardened. "See to it, broth-

ers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the 

living God."    
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Hebrews  

Lesson 4 

Greatness of our Salvation 4:1-16 

The Rest of God 

Hebrews 4 recorded how the people of God in the desert failed to enter His rest, the 

promised land. (see attached study chart) The message they heard didn't do them any 

good. That generation rebelled and did not believe the promise that God had given them. 

Only Caleb and Joshua and their families escaped God 's judgment. All the others died 

off in the wilderness journey over the next 40 years. In their older age, these two 

were finally allowed to possess their inheritance and enjoy God's promised rest.   

Since the time of Moses and Joshua until today, there remains a spiritual rest for each 

generation of God's people. This is symbolized by the promise of the land of Canaan for 

the people of God traced throughout the Old Testament. People today have the oppor-

tunity to receive enduring spiritual rest by saving faith in Christ, by accepting His complet-

ed work on the Cross. It is not possible by human effort. Instead, we enjoy enduring spir-

itual rest by receiving Jesus Christ as our Savior, Lord and High Priest.  

God's work in creation and human redemption is complete, even for our sanctification. 

All that lacks is for us to join God in this rest by faith. This was God's message to the 

faith-wavering Hebrews. It is also God's message to us in our world of restlessness 

and chaos.  Are you experiencing the rest of God daily?    

Thought of the day: Jesus our compassionate High Priest is in Heaven and always 

ready to give us mercy and grace to aid us in time of need!  

 

Charlie Stoner 

Retirement ministry with crossworld.org and templebiblechurch.org   

Crossworld:  All Professions. One Mission. 

Temple Bible Church: Surrender, Community, Mission 

 

 





Hebrews  

Lesson 5 

CHRIST, MELCHIZEDEK HIGH PRIEST 5:1-14 

ADULT OR CHILD?  

What an interesting question, especially when evaluating one's spiritual life.  

In Hebrews 5:1-14, the writer presented teaching about the High Priest of the Jews. 

He begins by explaining how Israel's high priests were chosen and appointed, how 

they qualified for this office. In 5:5 he declared that Christ was also chosen by God to 

be High Priest. However, there was a problem. Jesus Christ was not born into the 

tribe of Levi where all other high priests came from!  Christ was from the tribe of Ju-

dah which qualified Him to be King, not a priest.   

How is it possible, then, that Christ was qualified to serve as High Priest when He 

hadn't come from the tribe of Levi? The writer clarified: In His office of High Priest, Je-

sus Christ originated from, and still serves, through another priesthood, that of the 

Melchizedek order, not of the Levitical order! In the commentary section of the at-

tached study chart, you will find several Bible references outlining the characteristics 

and superiority of the Melchizedek priesthood.   

It seems that in 5:11-14, the author is very disappointed with his readers! It was not 

possible to teach them about Melchizedek like he wanted to. They were no longer try-

ing to understand deeper knowledge. Spiritually they were like infants, only drinking 

milk and not eating solid food. They were not capable of eating solid spiritual food in-

cluding the important teaching about Melchizedek  

I ask myself then, am I an infant or an adult? Slow or apt? Beginner or maturing in my 

understanding of the Word of God? By God's grace and constant use, may you and I 

train ourselves better to distinguish good and evil in our spiritual pilgrimage with 

Christ, our glorious High Priest (5:14).   
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Hebrews  

Lesson 6 

Advancing to Spiritual Maturity 6:1-20 

LET US MOVE ON TO MATURITY!   

 

How can believers in Jesus Christ advance to spiritual maturity? 

Hebrews 6 shows how this can occur.  

See outline below & take a look at the attached study chart.  

Spiritual maturity is possible by:  

(1) Leaving elementary teachings, 6.1-3.  

(2) Heeding scriptural warnings, 4-8.  

(3) Being diligent in helping others, 9-12.  

(4) Believing & receiving God's promises, 13-15.   

(5) Taking hold of the hope set before us, 16-20 

Hebrews 6:4-8 is difficult to understand. See my suggestions and observations con-

cerning these verses and others on the study chart. God bless you in your study of 

His Word  

Help me, Heavenly Father, not to neglect my life of faith, but to imitate those 

who have gone before and have inherited what was promised. Anchor my soul, 

firm and secure in the hope set before us in Your eternal presence. Amen  
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Hebrews  

Lesson 7 

Christ’s Priesthood According to Melchizedek 7:1-28 

Jesus Christ is Superior! 

The Hebrews venerated angels, Moses, the Law and the levitical priesthood. In the 

days of the early church Jewish believers had to learn that Jesus Christ was not just 

One among others whom they should respect. In His ascended, glorified position in 

Heaven. Jesus had become the Central Person of their Christian worldview. He was 

superior to all as the Son of God. That's why Hebrews was written, to convince the 

Jewish believers to move on to maturity in their faith, worship and practice Spiritual 

maturity is possible by:  

In Chapter 7, the author carefully showed how Jesus Christ, by fulfilling the Melchizedek 

priesthood, was superior to the levitical priesthood. See the main points of the outline: (1)

The Encounter of Melchizedek with Abraham, 7.1-10; (2) The Explanation of the Su-

perior Melchizedek Priesthood, 7.11-19 & (3)The Permanent Priesthood of Je-

sus, 7.20-28.  

The Hebrews venerated angels, Moses, the Law and the Levitical priesthood. In the 

days of the early church Jewish believers had to learn that Jesus Christ was not just 

One among others whom they should respect. In His ascended, glorified position in 

Heaven. Jesus had become the Central Person of their Christian worldview. He was 

superior to all as the Son of God. That's why Hebrews was written, to convince the 

Jewish believers to move on to maturity in their faith, worship and practice  

Let 's praise our Savior and High Priest Jesus Christ for His finished work on the 

Cross for our salvation! And thank Him for His ongoing intercession on our behalf!  He 

is whom we need: our holy, blameless, pure, separate from sinners, exalted, perfect 

Son! (7:26-28)  
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Hebrews  

Lesson 8 

Christ’s Priesthood According to Melchizedek 7:1-28 

New & Better Things! 

Who doesn't like new things? Perhaps it's a comfortable pair of new shoes, moving 

into your dream home, or the prospect of a new and better paying job. Better still, 

what about a new and better way to be related to the God of the universe? : 

Hebrews 8:1-13 presents new and better things related to the present ministry of Je-

sus Christ. (see attached chart) Note the following notable blessings made possible 

by Christ's redemptive work on the Cross:   

1. The true heavenly sanctuary where He now ministers on our behalf is far superi-

or to the earthly (8:1-3).  

2. Christ's new covenant was established on a better sacrifice and promises (8:4-6).  

3. The new covenant itself is superior to the first covenant of Moses (8:7-9).  

4. Spiritual knowledge is now far superior since it's written on believers' hearts, much 

more accessible than the stone tablets of the first covenant (8:10-13)! 

As we enter the fall season, let's remember what the new covenant affirms, that we 

are saved only by grace through faith in Christ. The old covenant of works has al-

ready disappeared. Only the new covenant in Christ is now in effect.  

That's the message the Hebrew believers needed to understand and believe. And 

that's what you and I must affirm and share with unbelievers in our homes, churches, 

community and around the world. 

I will be their God, and they will be my people. (Heb. 8:10b) 
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