Hebrews

Lesson 3
Firmly Committed to Serving Christ 3:1-19

THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN

These days many believers do not take seriously the claims of Christ for a life of dedi-
cation to Him. In our churches we emphasize the blessings and joy that Christ offers
His followers. A life of faith, self-denial and sacrifice is commendable for others, but
often not for us personally. Professional and social success is more valued than faith-
fulness and suffering that accompany a life surrendered to God. We prefer a path of
comfort more than the way of the Cross

The Israelite nation began well. They passed through the Red Sea as the redeemed
people of God. But in the wilderness things soon changed. According to Hebrews 3
(see the study chart), they hardened their hearts through the deceitfulness of sin.
During 40 years that generation rebelled, tempted God, and strayed from His ways.
They were perverse, unbelieving, and disobedient. Because of their unbelief, they
were not allowed to enter the promised land. They were deceived by sin.

The author of Hebrews gave a solution, a way his readers could protect themselves
from the deceitfulness of sin. As participants of God's heavenly calling, they

were reminded to fix their thoughts on Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest whom they had
acknowledged. Looking to Him, they could persevere when tested and not fall into a state
of rebellion and unbelief. Instead of going astray, they would keep their confidence and
encourage one another in the Body of Christ. Fixing their attention only on Christ, they
would learn not to follow the negative example of their unfaithful ancestors!

Today the deception of sin seems stronger than ever, but there is hope! The way to resist
spiritual compromise is to fix our attention on our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. As a result,
He will faithfully protect our hearts from becoming selfish and hardened. "See to it, broth-
ers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the
living God."
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(1) As a privileged participant in God’s heavenly calling, my thoughts should be fixed on Jesus Christ so |
can persevere in trials, encourage others, and learn important lessons from the past. (2) The main warning
here is that believers must keep themselves from having a hardened heart caused by the deceitfulness of
sin, especially unbelief. (3) This chapter lists negative experiences of the Israelites: spiritual hardening,
rebellion, tempting God, leaving the ways of God, perversity, unbelief, sin and disobedience. (4) The passage
also promotes positive concepts of Christian living: obedience to God, faithfulness, confidence, hope, the
glory of Jesus, mutual encouragement, and the search for spiritual rest. (5) May the Lord always guard me
from having a hardened, fickle, straying, perverse or unbelieving heart!

' (6) May we indeed hold firmly
to our confidence and the hope in which we glory. Amen!




