
Hebrews  

Lesson 5 
CHRIST, MELCHIZEDEK HIGH PRIEST 5:1-14 

ADULT OR CHILD?  

What an interesting question, especially when evaluating one's spiritual life.  

In Hebrews 5:1-14, the writer presented teaching about the High Priest of the Jews. 

He begins by explaining how Israel's high priests were chosen and appointed, how 

they qualified for this office. In 5:5 he declared that Christ was also chosen by God to 

be High Priest. However, there was a problem. Jesus Christ was not born into the 

tribe of Levi where all other high priests came from!  Christ was from the tribe of Ju-

dah which qualified Him to be King, not a priest.   

How is it possible, then, that Christ was qualified to serve as High Priest when He 

hadn't come from the tribe of Levi? The writer clarified: In His office of High Priest, Je-

sus Christ originated from, and still serves, through another priesthood, that of the 

Melchizedek order, not of the Levitical order! In the commentary section of the at-

tached study chart, you will find several Bible references outlining the characteristics 

and superiority of the Melchizedek priesthood.   

It seems that in 5:11-14, the author is very disappointed with his readers! It was not 

possible to teach them about Melchizedek like he wanted to. They were no longer try-

ing to understand deeper knowledge. Spiritually they were like infants, only drinking 

milk and not eating solid food. They were not capable of eating solid spiritual food in-

cluding the important teaching about Melchizedek  

I ask myself then, am I an infant or an adult? Slow or apt? Beginner or maturing in my 

understanding of the Word of God? By God's grace and constant use, may you and I 

train ourselves better to distinguish good and evil in our spiritual pilgrimage with 

Christ, our glorious High Priest (5:14).   
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