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Study Charts Explained in Steps: 

 

 1. Look at the chart. The text of the passage being studied is written in the text box 

and divided into paragraphs showing the exact content of the segment as it appears in the 

NIV. Words may be omitted in this re-creation of the text (...), but none added; some words 

are capitalized for effect.  

 2. In the upper right corner of each paragraph is a small box with a one or two word 

paragraph title or name taken from the text which identifies the paragraph at a glance.  

 3. Now note in one of the paragraphs, a highlighted, underlined key center, comprised 

of a key phrase or sentence chosen as the basis for the main topical study of the whole    

segment.  

 4. Follow the two arrows to the top of chart to find the master title of the topical 

study chosen, a short phrase in one's own words of the key center of the text phrase below, 

Step 3.  

 5. On the left side of the chart are smaller boxes, one for each paragraph, containing 

the paragraph points which tie together the topical study derived from the master title and 

key phrase/sentence being studied. These are usually connected by lines or arrows to show 

the unity of the topical study based on the Scriptural segment.  

 6. In the margins are other studies recorded: observations that emphasize, compare 

or list items of interest found in the text. These are called supplementary studies which can 

add interest to this inductive approach to Bible study. Below the main chart box are more 

observations & implications numbered in a sizable text box which conclude the study.  

*This method of Bible study using analytical charts is based on Irvin L. Jensen’s book, Acts: 

An Inductive Study, pages 59-64.  

Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with 

great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. Acts 17:11  



Study Chart #1   1John 1:1-10 

 
THE BELIEVER IN FELLOWSHIP 

 
 John, the beloved apostle, served well as one of the leaders of the 
early church. He wrote five of the 27 books of the New Testament: (1) The 
Gospel of John he penned after having been a personal participant (eye 
witness) of the earthly life of Jesus Christ; (2) As an authorized NT 
prophet, he wrote the book of Revelation which vividly portrays future 
world events and the consummation of all things: (3) John also wrote 
three pastoral letters (1, 2 & 3 John) as a zealous spiritual father. 

 The date of the three epistles is between 85 and 95 AD.  Accord-
ing to Chuck Swindoll, John had four reasons for writing 1 John: (1) To 
bring back the joy that was missing; (2) To help his readers live victorious 
lives; (3) To inform his readers of the deceivers among them and of the 
truth they needed to embrace; (4) To reassure believers of the absolute 
certainty of their salvation (p. 1369, The Living Insights Study Bible).   

 Here is the first of seven study charts on 1 John which I've enti-
tled, THE BELIEVER IN FELLOWSHIP, 1 John 1:1-10. Take a look at the 
attached chart and discover: The Privilege, The Practice & The Price of 
Fellowship.  

 As noted in the chart summary, John desired that his readers 
would walk in holiness before God and others, experience joyful fellow-
ship, and live in God's light. He wanted them to remain pure 
through confession of sin, while carefully obeying God's Word.  

 By God's enabling grace, may you and I seek to follow 
John's practical teaching in our personal lives, families and churches for 
His eternal glory!  

Charles Stoner 

Retirement ministry with Crossworld &  
Temple Bible Church,  
Temple, Texas   





Study Chart #2    1 John 2:1-14 
 

 
LIVING AS JESUS LIVED 

 
 Am I abiding in Christ today, growing in my faith-experience 
with Him?  

 In a direct manner, the elderly Apostle John in 1 John  2:1-
14  gave guidelines for me to observe if my spiritual walk is       
genuine or not:      (see the study chart)  

 (1) Am I obeying God's word, following His instructions? 2:1-6  

 (2) Am I truly loving my brothers and sisters in Christ? 2:7-11? 

 (3) Am I overcoming the enemy despite his many                             
 disguises? 2:12-14 

 Father, please help me to experience and exhibit these marks 
of true discipleship by your grace and for your glory---obedience, 
love, and spiritual victory!   
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Study Chart #3   1 John 2:15-29 
 
     THE ANOINTING 

 

 In the Christian life, the anointing of the Holy Spirit is a game

-changer (See 1 John 2:20 & 27).   The anointing gives the foun-

dation and spiritual capacity that Christians need to meet the chal-

lenges of everyday living and ministry. What is the anointing? For 

evangelical believers it is more than a sentiment of religious piety. 

In verse 27, the anointing teaches, and thus should be under-

stood to be a Person---the Person of the Holy Spirit who indwells 

and empowers true believers.   

 Like the first century Jesus-followers who received 

John's letter, we too have the anointing, the Holy Spirit today. As 

seen by the main paragraph points on the left side of the study 

chart of 1 John 2:15-29, the anointing of the Holy One is 

shown...by our love for the Father, by our knowledge of the Truth, 

and by our abiding in Him and His teaching.                        

 May you and I renew our commitment to God and give thanks 

for the gift and ministry of the blessed Holy Spirit! By our own     

efforts we can never live to serve and please God. But the Holy 

Spirit present within us can. So let's depend upon Him instead of 

upon ourselves.  

 

Charles Stoner 
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Study Chart #4   1 John 3:1-10 
 

 
WE ARE CHILDREN OF GOD! 

 
 In 1 John 3:1-10, John the beloved apostle, declared that believers in 
Christ are privileged to be called children of God! He highlighted 
the calling, position, and practices of children of God as noted on the     
attached study chart.   

 The way we become children of God is taught in John 1:12 where 
John stated, "to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to       
become children of God." What a glorious right and privilege to believe 
and become members of God's family!  

 John wrote more about this blessed relationship and its connection to 
Christ's second coming: "Dear Friends, now we are the children of God, 
and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when 
he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is." (1 John 
3:2) Thank God for this blessed hope!  

 The attached study chart for these 10 verses includes contextual     
observations on the appearances of Christ, the problem of sin, & eight     
areas of doctrine that John touched upon.  

 It's good to remember that the worldly system in which we live really 
doesn't 'know' us because it did not know or understand Him (3:1), and we 
are His children! Therefore, as those 'born of God' we should love one    
another while sharing the incredible, life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ! 

Charles Stoner 
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Study Chart #5   1 John 3:11-24 
 

GENUINE CHRISTIAN LOVE 
 

 As a young lad of 11, I received Jesus Christ as my Savior!  I am    
especially thankful to God for His love, grace, mercy and faithfulness.  
The Apostle John presented three descriptions of sincere Christian 
love in 1 John 3:11-24, the Bible passage for this study.  Take a look at 
these on the attached study chart.  I often fall short but do want to depend 
more consistently on the Holy Spirit to show God's love to others in these 
ways. 
 
 (1) It's a Brotherly Love (1 John 3:11-15)     
  We ought to love one another.  This is the message that Jesus 
gave His disciples right before His death.  A negative example, one of 
hate, is Cain who actually murdered his own brother!  The best positive  
example of love is Jesus when He gave His life for us, His enemies (3:16).                             
Love one another! 

 (2) It's a Sacrificial Love (16-18).        
  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters
(3:16). There are two ways to do this---to literally die for someone, or meet 
the material needs they have by sacrificing our time and material             
resources for them.  There are many opportunities for this expression 
of love!              

 (3) It's an Obedient Love (19-24)          
  Obedience to God in all things is a sure sign that we are abiding 
in God. The fact is that we receive from Him anything we ask because we 
keep his commands and do what pleases Him (3:22).  Answers to our 
prayers depend upon our keeping His commands, and that we love one 
another.   

 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions 
and in truth (3:18). 
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Study Chart #6   1 John 4:1-21 
 
 
 

Living in the World through the Son 
 

 "This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins." (1 John 4:10). 

 In 1 John 4, the Apostle John wrote about various topics: the world, 
the spirits, the Holy Spirit, love, abiding in God, and other matters (see     
attached study chart). In verse 10, he declared that Jesus Christ was sent 
into the world as an atoning sacrifice, or propitiation, for our sins.   

 According to Charles Ryrie, propitiation means to turn away wrath by 
an offering. In this context it was to turn away or to satisfy the wrath of God 
incurred by our sin, through the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ.  

 May you and I depend on God’s power to live in this world victoriously, 
remembering that greater is He that is in us than he who is in the world 
(4:4)! 

Charles Stoner 
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Study Chart #7   1 John 5:1-21 
 

WE ARE OVERCOMERS! 
 

How are you doing in your walk with the Lord?  

 These days we seem to be facing more challenges than ever in our 
personal lives, families, churches, and the world at large. It's easy to       
become discouraged. Recently the Lord has renewed my hope and      
courage as I've worked through 1 John, chapter five. See what I've          
discovered by observing this final chart study in 1 John. 

  Note the specific challenges John described in this chapter, things  
that our faith will overcome by God's enablement: the World (5:1-5),      
Unbelief (6-12), Uncertainty (13-15), Sin & the Evil One (16-19), and 
Idols (20-21). These comprise the general study outline of the passage. 

 Three personal reminders as I continue the journey:    

 (1) Since I believed in the name of the Son of God, He has given             
assurance of eternal life, and by His grace this assurance will         
continue, 5:12-13.  

 (2) When I ask, making requests according to God's will, He will answer 
my prayers, 5:15. 

 (3) I need to stay alert and guard my life from insidious idols. (see   
definition of idols in the text box at the bottom of the chart). 

Charles Stoner 
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